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							Dec 12, 2004

		

		
		                 
				Seems our daft venture has begun. Today we loaded about two tons of gear and food into Pete’s van, and piled some more on the roof, and he launched himself and van on the Spirit of Tasmania to take it all down to Hobart to await our arrival at the … Continue reading



		
		
		
		
	

						

	
	

		
		
		
		

		
		
							Dec 19, 2004

		

		
		We’ve had a huge week doing all the stuff we have been putting off for ever. In the last couple of days we have taken off the winch bases and re-sealed them and fixed some leaks – all in the delightful warmth of a Sydney summer. 

And fitted a … Continue reading



		
		
		
		
	

						

	
	

		
		
		
		

		
		
							Dec 25, 2004

		

		
		Happy Christmas y’all

Seems we are committed. I think Berrimilla is as prepared as we can make her but we won’t know till we get there. The forecast is for a wet and cold and bumpy ride and we will need to keep the boat in conservative mode but not … Continue reading



		
		
		
		
	

						

	
	

		
		
		
		

		
		
							Dec 26, 2004 │Departure

		

		
		Off and running – email from Berri: Not a bad start considering the number of boats on the line. Nice to have the striders fast group passing by to see us off – thanks y’all. Going down the coast under assym kiteSailors’ slang for a spinnaker at about 8 knots … Continue reading



		
		
		
		
	

						

	
	

		
		
		
		

		
		
							Dec 27, 2004 – 0900hrs │471nm to go, 104th, 6.5knts

		

		
		51 miles ahead of last years position.

We’re off Montague Is., all well and so far, Berri seems to be holding together too. Reasonably dry and snug so our work last week may have been worth while.

Those of us who are experienced in the efficacy of such things had … Continue reading



		
		
		
		
	

						

	
	

		
		
		
		

		
		
							Dec 27 2004 – 1900hrs │442nm to go, 85th, 5.9knts

		

		
		35 miles ahead of last years position.

For Steph – not just any beer, ma’am – only works with guinness and then only if you can keep it down.

Been a big day – down to storm jibA very small jib, usually made from bright orange material, used in storm … Continue reading



		
		
		
		
	

						

	
	

		
		
		
		

		
		
							Dec 28 2004 – 0800hrs │397nm to go, 57th, 5.4knts

		

		
		60 miles ahead of last year.

What a night. Straight out of one of TurnerTurner, John Mallord William (1775 – 1851); one of the founders of English watercolour painting renowned for his studies of sea and sky in every weather’s paintings – brilliant moon haloed by solid black clouds with … Continue reading



		
		
		
		
	

						

	
	

		
		
		
		

		
		
							Dec 28 2004 1830hrs │ 394nm to go, 54th, 1.5knts

		

		
		 27 miles ahead of last year.

Hard to make progress in these conditions so we’re hove to – better to be going sideways slowly in the wrong direction than fast. We’ll have a look at the weather tomorrow. All asleep ‘cept me, doing the 1705 skedShort for schedule. A … Continue reading



		
		
		
		
	

						

	
	

		
		
		
		

		
		
							Dec 29 2004 – 0600hrs │405nm to go, 58th, 2.7knts

		

		
		 35 miles behind last year.

Following an update email to Berri advising of Skandia losing keel and capsizing the reply was: 

… we knew it is adrift and all safe but not why. Getting the boat dried out, doing some sleeping, finally getting stugies into our sickie now … Continue reading



		
		
		
		
	

						

	
	

		
		
		
		

		
		
							Dec 29, 2004 – 0900hrs │ 399nm to go, 57th, 5.0knts

		

		
		 40 miles behind last year.

Sickie no more. He’s on the pill, eating and steering for the first time in 2 days. Nothing like stopping the washing machine and getting some sleep. 

We’re finally pointing more or less at Tas Is@6KT. Much better feeling. And it seems there … Continue reading



		
		
		
		
	

						

	
	

		
		
		
		

		
		
							Dec 30, 2004 – 0800hrs │ 307nm to go (ETA 02/01/05 5:30pm) 56th, 4.0knts

		

		
		 121 miles behind last year. 

This ride is becoming a plum for the headbangers and s&m freaks among us. For the rest of us, its getting tedious. Looks like another shitfight with the weather as we get further south and we may just get in before Easter if … Continue reading



		
		
		
		
	

						

	
	

		
		
		
		

		
		
							Dec 30, 2004 – 1100hrs │ 300nm to go (ETA 03/01/05 0300hr) 56th, 4.0knts

		

		
		 129 miles behind last year. 

Ello. Expecting to have our half way guinness in 3 hours with 489 miles on the clock. Half distance is 314. SPBF. Not much help from the weather gods for the next few days either. 



		
		
		
		
	

						

	
	

		
		
		
		

		
		
							Dec 30 2004 – 1800hrs │ 276nm to go (ETA 02/01/05 1730hr) 56th, 4.0knts.

		

		
		The sun’s out, the boat smells but is drying out, we’re getting some sleep – even me – and we’re going to finish. We are trying to stay in a dropping breeze tonight and be in position to pick up forecast NE/NW tomoz. Race rules prevent me from being specific … Continue reading



		
		
		
		
	

						

	
	

		
		
		
		

		
		
							Dec 2004, 31 – 0600hrs │ 207nm to go (ETA 01/01/05 1830hr) 55th, 4.9knts.

		

		
		One of those evenings the poets like to mess with. Mt strzelecki on flinders is. was just visible under red and gold wispy mares tails and the boat is dry and we seem to have kept the breeze so far. Stars like you lot in the cities never see any … Continue reading



		
		
		
		
	

						

	
	

		
		
		
		

		
		
							Dec  31, 2004 – 1400hrs │ 181nm to go (ETA 02/01/05 1930hr) 57th, 5.0knts.

		

		
		Thanks for the emails. Frustrating morning so far. We overtook Rollercoaster during the night and were hooningAs far as I can gather, if Berri were a horse, she’d have the bit between her teeth to be hooningAs far as I can gather, if Berri were a horse, she’d have  the bit between her teeth to be hooning along with the kiteSailors’ slang for a spinnaker up at sunrise but found … Continue reading



		
		
		
		
	

						

	
	

		
		
		
		

		
		
							Dec 31, 2004 – 1800hrs │161nm to go (ETA 02/01/05 0230hr) 7knts

		

		
		Thanks to everyone for your messages and good wishes. Happy new year y’all too and we’ll be thinking of you.

The race for us now is to get to Tasman Island and round the corner before the southerly change due ‘tomorrow morning’. It’s just possible but we need some help … Continue reading



		
		
		
		
	

						

	
	

		
		
		
		

		
		
							Jan 02, 2005 – 0645hrs │ Sydney to Hobart 05 finished

		

		
		58th out of a starting field of 116, at an avg of 3.9knts. Elapsed time 6 days 17 hrs 35 mins 21 secs.



		
		
		
		
	

						

	
	

		
		
		
		

		
		
							Jan 01, 2005 – 1500hrs │ 47nm to go (ETA 02/01/05 0600hr) 58th, 4.3knts.

		

		
		We’ve got a beer on with Magic, about half a mile away, so it’s everyone on the rail to T. I. and the finish. We think we’ll let him go round first so he can find the holes for us.



		
		
		
		
	

						

	
	

		
		
		
		

		
		
							Jan 01, 2005 – 1800hrs│ 37nm to go (ETA 02/01/05 0400hr) 58th, 4.9knts.

		

		
		Thanks everyone for messages. We’ll try and reply later – just a bit on at the mo. Tasman Island at bloody last – we’re just rounding. Been a long time coming. James driving, somewhat wet and draggly but seems to be enjoying himself. The usual nasty bullets at 40+ knots … Continue reading



		
		
		
		
	

						

	
	

		
		
		
		

		
		
							Jan 03, 2005 – 1500hrs

		

		
		Berrimilla is in Constitution Dock, but moving to Bellerive Yacht ClubAt Hobart; they very kindly allowed us jetty space to get ourselves organised after the 2004 Sydney-HobartSydney-Hobart Race: often described as the most gruelling ocean race in the world, this annual race starts on 26th December from Sydney Harbour and ends in Hobart. The course is 628 nautical miles. Race and we departed from Bellerive for C1 on Jan 10 2005. tomorrow for final setup.  No departure date yet decided. 



		
		
		
		
	

						

	
	

		
		
		
		

		
		
							Jan 04, 2005 – 0700hrs │Bellerive Yacht Club.

		

		
		Hard to summarise a race like that. Certainly one of the more difficult and interesting that I have done, with a bit of everything somewhere. Seldom do we ever get down to three reefs in the main in Berri but this time we were there three times, with the full … Continue reading



		
		
		
		
	

						

	
	

		
		
		
		

		
		
							Jan 7, 2005 - 0700hrs │Bellerive Yacht Club

		

		
		                 
				
Greetings from a still wintry Hobart. A couple of the jobs we have had to do have taken a lot longer than we expected and we have now decided not to leave until Monday. We will clear Customs at 10.00 and plod down the DerwentThe DerwentThe Derwent is a river in Tasmania, Australia. Its large estuary forms the port of Hobart.
 is a river … Continue reading



		
		
		
		
	

						

	
	

		
		
		
		

		
		
							Jan 9, 2005 – 0700hrs │Bellerive Yacht Club

		

		
		We squeezed the shipping container into the tarago yesterday and there isn’t much airspace. Berrimilla’s waterline is down to the red boot-topping so she’s heavier that we have ever sailed her by at least a ton. Will be interesting to see how she handles big seas on the quarter. The … Continue reading



		
		
		
		
	

						

	
	

		
		
		
		

		
		
							Jan 10, 2005 │ Pete's Diary

		

		
		Monday 10th of January 05

We cleared customs at about 10 a.m then packed more fresh stores. Every nook and cranny is now full and both Alex and I have to find somewhere to put our clothes etc. Jeanne and Alex Sutherland had been a tremendous help in getting fresh … Continue reading



		
		
		
		
	

						

	
	

		
		
		
		

		
		
							Jan 10, 2005 - 0600hrs │Bellerive Yacht Club – but only just….

		

		
		                 
				
Thanks y’all.

I’ve just printed the four day forecast – don’t really know why, cos we’re going anyway. Odd feeling – months of planning and fiddly fixes and paperwork and lists and helpful advice and last minute disasters will end in a few hours and we will find out … Continue reading



		
		
		
		
	

						

	
	

		
		
		
		

		
		
							Jan 10, 2005 – 1400hrs │The Derwent River.

		

		
		Sailing down the DerwentThe Derwent is a river in Tasmania, Australia. Its large estuary forms the port of Hobart.
 at 6kts with cut down headie and full main and Stainless KevvoStainless steel self steering device, built by Kevin Fleming, used on Berrimilla and countless others driving. Lovely send off with streamers and photos and a drop of the doctorGuinness to fortify the assembled company. Boat pretty heavy and not much room to move inside but we will get used to it. Forecast looks favourable for a quick trip across the Tasman, although a bit blowy. We’ll be in touch. … Continue reading



		
		
		
		
	

						

	
	

		
		
		
		

		
		
							Jan 10, 2005 - 1600hrs │The Iron Pot

		

		
		                 
				A phone call from Alex – just rounding the Iron PotA small island lying close to the south-eastern coast of Tasmania around the entrance to the River DerwentThe DerwentThe Derwent is a river in Tasmania, Australia. Its large estuary forms the port of Hobart.
 is a river in Tasmania, Australia. Its large estuary forms the port of Hobart. . It is the site of Tasmania’s first lighthouse., first sail change, 30knts of breeze, but settling in well. Off and running.



		
		
		
		
	

						

	
	

		
		
		
		

		
		
							Jan 10, 2005- 1800hrs |43’11”S 147’37”E

		

		
		I’ll send a position once a day if I can. So far so good. We’re towing the generator at 6kts in 25kts and getting superfluous wiggly amps so i will also keep the pc running.



		
		
		
		
	

						

	
	

		
		
		
		

		
		
							Jan 10, 2005 – 2030hrs |43’23”S 148’02”E

		

		
		Out past T I and the doctorGuinness has been consulted on all your behalfs or is that behalves. Wind around 30 gusting 40 and v lumpy sea. All seems to be working so far. The cliffs along the port arthur shore in the evening light and cape pillar a silhouette … Continue reading



		
		
		
		
	

						

	
	

		
		
		
		

		
		
							Jan 11, 2005 – 0830hrs |43’47”S 149’50”E

		

		
		Dank and dismold down here. Grey and lumpy sea. low cloud and as per forecast – thanks Roger, if you’re watching, 20 -30 from the north. I think i saw a gust of 53 during the night but me eyes aint that good. Berri seems to be handling it well … Continue reading



		
		
		
		
	

						

	
	

		
		
		
		

		
		
							Jan 11, 2005 – 1900hrs |44’13”S 151’12”E

		

		
		Not getting any easier but Berri handling it well. Now a big beam sea with breakers and we get caught occasionally. pretty violent motion so everything is a strain to do. like getting into wwgWet weather gear. See Party gearFull wet weather gear wot i’m about to do. We were visited by a … Continue reading



		
		
		
		
	

						

	
	

		
		
		
		

		
		
							Jan 11, 2005 – 2200hrs

		

		
		Hi all y’all – ive just been chastised for my grammar but english evolves doesn’t it? 

thanks for today’s crop of wit and wisdom. particularly liked the one about deodorant…

We’ve been reducing sail all day and now down to #5 and no main in about 50 kts and … Continue reading



		
		
		
		
	

						

	
	

		
		
		
		

		
		
							Jan 12, 2005 – 0700hrs | 44’55”S 152’51”E. 289nm 6.6knts

		

		
		Bleah. What was it Malcolm Fraser said when he lost his trousers – something about life not being easy? Out here it’s a breeze man – constant 60 – 75 knots with little lulls to 40 according to the instruments and it certainly sounds and feels like it. I’m in … Continue reading



		
		
		
		
	

						

	
	

		
		
		
		

		
		
							Jan 12, 2005 – 1044hrs | 44’54”S 153’18”E.

		

		
		log back in operation just passed 300m = 1%. wallowing along in big but abating seas at 3kt after the change at 0900. none too soon – this particular geriatric was getting a bit cheesed with poseidon et al. sort them out for us please, all y’all out there. Will … Continue reading



		
		
		
		
	

						

	
	

		
		
		
		

		
		
							Jan 12, 2005 - 1800hrs | 45’11”S 154’06”E. 343nm 5.2knts

		

		
		sunshine and tschnicolour. just a position report. pottering along at 5 knots with the orange storm jibA very small jib, usually made from bright orange material, used in storm conditions. and #5 goosewinged. safe and easy and should be ok for the forecast winds but slower than we could go. … Continue reading



		
		
		
		
	

						

	
	

		
		
		
		

		
		
							Jan 13, 2005 - 0617hrs| 45’25”S 155’08”E.

		

		
		Having launched myself into a new day with yet another sail change and some coffee, here goes with some reality. its been a slow old night – sorry Roger – we’ve spent the first few days discovering what happens out here and – for me at least – it needs … Continue reading



		
		
		
		
	

						

	
	

		
		
		
		

		
		
							Jan 13, 2005 – 1105hrs

		

		
		1105hrs 13 Jan 2005. 45’25”S 155’42”E.

competition from 4525 15542 Seaboots are interesting, gregarious and exotic entities that are in the personal protection business with a busy sideline in organic products. These products are designed to attract similar entities and knock the living daylights out of anything else that moves. … Continue reading



		
		
		
		
	

						

	
	

		
		
		
		

		
		
							Jan 13 2005 – 1105hrs │45’25”S 155’42”E

		

		
		1105hrs 13 Jan 2005. 45’25”S 155’42”E

competition from 4525 15542

Seaboots are interesting, gregarious and exotic entities that are in the personal protection business with a busy sideline in organic products. These products are designed to attract similar entities and knock the living daylights out of anything else that moves. … Continue reading



		
		
		
		
	

						

	
	

		
		
		
		

		
		
							Jan 13, 2005 – 1643hrs |45’41”S 156’19”E. 443nm 5.8knts

		

		
		Today’s trivia – we’re just past half way to the Snares waypointA fixed location with specified latitude and longtitude co-ordinates maintained by GPS south of stewart island in NZ. And I’ve heard the joke about increasing the total IQ on both sides. Lovely sailing all day after a shaky start … Continue reading



		
		
		
		
	

						

	
	

		
		
		
		

		
		
							Jan 14, 2005 – 0934hrs | 46’19”S 158’40”E.

		

		
		Various things – im going to try and do 2 tx per day may be hard to match your time zone. [Ed:Sydney time] can then waffle on in spare time and send all at once. seems youre doing much the same.[ed: I collect the various emails during the day and … Continue reading



		
		
		
		
	

						

	
	

		
		
		
		

		
		
							Jan 14, 2005 - 1600hrs | 46’28”S 159’32”E. 585nm 5.8knts

		

		
		More wildlife – birds again, although i did see a bit of barnacle covered kelpTypes of brown algae, which hold on to the rocky sea bottom with root-like structures. Floats in huge mats close to land and potentially capable of fouling a propeller or a rudder. More … Continue reading



		
		
		
		
	

						

	
	

		
		
		
		

		
		
							Jan 14, 2005 – 1600hrs │Strange Sunrise Phenomena

		

		
		A ‘why is it so’ question: back in my sensible days when we used to sail back to sydney after an S2HSydney-Hobart Race: often described as the most gruelling ocean  race in the world, this annual race starts on 26th December from Sydney Harbour and ends in Hobart. The course is 628 nautical miles., we used to spend the first night in Port Arthur. I first noticed this effect the first time we left PA, very early in the morning to catch the predicted southerly – I was steering, clutching a bacon sandoAustralian sandwich and a mug of the doctorGuinness and as we turned left at the south end of the estuary I saw that the sun … Continue reading



		
		
		
		
	

						

	
	

		
		
		
		

		
		
							Jan 14, 2005 – 2000hrs | 46’37”S 160’00”E. 606nm 5.8knts

		

		
		ta. Today we are into small milestones. 600 miles is a minipooptillionthA very, very, little bit, and definitely smaller than a pooptillionthA very little bit; see also MinipooptillionthA very, very, little bit, and definitely smaller than a pooptillionth, which is even smaller. of the journey but it is about 2% and so a measurable fraction and worth a consultationA regular engagement with alcohol. One might say this whole epic is … Continue reading



		
		
		
		
	

						

	
	

		
		
		
		

		
		
							Jan 16, 2005 - 0014hrs | (Sydney Time) 47’03”S 163’36”E. 758nm 5.8knts

		

		
		[ed: this log is operating on Sydney time which is 11 hrs ahead of UTC (GMT)]

Another slightly hazy starlit night with little wind, but there is a gale warning for NZ area Puysegur which we are sailing into. Very impressed with NZ satcom weather service – simple forecasts, easy … Continue reading



		
		
		
		
	

						

	
	

		
		
		
		

		
		
							Jan 15, 2005 – 1438hrs | 46’48”S 162’37”E.

		

		
		great to hear from conor. propagationIn the logs, this refers to the radiation of signal energy and is customarily qualified by the words abysmal, ratshit or lousy ratshit and rx extremely slow [ed: radio connections for these log updates] have exceeded limit so short u/d only – sunshine, running towards nz, making drinkink water as i write.   all ok.  a.   may try later if improves.



		
		
		
		
	

						

	
	

		
		
		
		

		
		
							Jan 15, 2005 – 1610hrs | 46’50”S 162’49”E. 723nm 5.8knts

		

		
		In case propagn improves – today was a good day – we reefed out everything from the quarterberths and repacked it so we can find a bit more stuff. and berri is dry again after the storm. lolloping along in fading breeze but due to blow a bit more closer … Continue reading



		
		
		
		
	

						

	
	

		
		
		
		

		
		
							Jan 16, 2005 – 1751hrs  (SYD) | 47’32”S 165’46”E.

		

		
		Hi to everyone out there – Pete here. its grey with rain and fog not much wind but at least were heading in the right direction @ about 5kt. not much to do on deck – it’s my watch so i thought some writing would help time pass. Yesterday was … Continue reading



		
		
		
		
	

						

	
	

		
		
		
		

		
		
							Jan 16, 2005 – 1830hrs  (SYD) | 47’32”S 165’51”E

		

		
		A little burst on milestones and where we hope to go. The Admiralty publication Ocean Passages for the World NP 136 5th ed @ pp 219-221 shows the southern route waypoints for the south pacific. We have 82 miles to go to the Snares, the first of these and our … Continue reading



		
		
		
		
	

						

	
	

		
		
		
		

		
		
							Jan 16, 2005 - 1546hrs Sydney Time

		

		
		1546hrs 16 Jan 2005. (Sydney Time) We are in fog and heavy rain with distant thunder. Sux knots. Nav lights on and someone poking a head up every few minutes to check for fishos and errant sheep in wetsuits. 140 miles to Stewart I. P has just made breakfast – for the foodies, last night’s pasta salad stir fried with egg, bacon and tabasco and a draught from the home brew cellar to help it settle. Cordon Berri 5 starvarious “recipes”. … Continue reading



		
		
		
		
	

						

	
	

		
		
		
		

		
		
							Jan 17, 2005 - 0455hrs SYD

		

		
		about 30 nm SW of Stewart a black black night except for phosphorescence – more on this later perhaps – in cold driving rain creeping past nz and probably wont sight any part of it – did they move it after all? 

Just had a big wind change that … Continue reading



		
		
		
		
	

						

	
	

		
		
		
		

		
		
							Jan 17, 2005 - 1032hrs SYD

		

		
		We’ve now changed target to waypointA fixed location with specified latitude and longtitude co-ordinates  maintained by GPS Alpha, 1104 nm to the east. Should take about 8 days in our current fairly conservative mode. Latest report puts us already south of the northernmost sighting of ice, but it’s a long way ahead. Todays wildlife: near the Snares, two tiny penguin-like birds – square back ends apparently with a foot at each rear corner, little narrow wings flapping away but only just airborne.  … Continue reading



		
		
		
		
	

						

	
	

		
		
		
		

		
		
							Jan 17, 2005 – 1705hrs SYD

		

		
		1705hrs 17 Jan 2005.(SYD) 47’47”S 168’48”E. 978nm 5.6knts (Map ref 25)

forgot latest position. wind taking us north foe the mo but will change tomoz.



		
		
		
		
	

						

	
	

		
		
		
		

		
		
							Jan 18, 2005 – 0629hrs (SYD Time) | 47’31”S 170’36”E.

		

		
		G’gay after a long cold night with vicious line squalls and rain coming through @ 50+ knots. Sun’s out, movements have severally occurred and liquids imbibed and all ok, Stainless KevvoStainless steel self steering device, built by KevinFleming, Kevin: manufacturer of stainless steel self steering device, aka KevvoStainless steel self steering device, built by Kevin Fleming, used on Berrimilla and countless others, used on Berrimilla and countless others; (Kevin Fleming, you're an absolute bloody gem! ) FlemingFleming, KevinFleming, Kevin: manufacturer of stainless steel self steering device, aka KevvoStainless steel self steering device, built by Kevin Fleming, used on Berrimilla and countless others, used on Berrimilla and countless others; (Kevin Fleming, you're an absolute bloody gem! ): manufacturer of stainless steel self steering device, aka KevvoStainless steel self steering device, built by Kevin Fleming, used on Berrimilla and countless others, used on Berrimilla and countless others; (KevinFleming, Kevin: manufacturer of stainless steel self steering device, aka KevvoStainless steel self steering device, built by Kevin Fleming, used on Berrimilla and countless others, used on Berrimilla and countless others; (Kevin Fleming, you're an absolute bloody gem! ) Fleming, you're an absolute bloody gem! ), used on Berrimilla and countless others faaaantastic. Nest u/d [ed: next … Continue reading



		
		
		
		
	

						

	
	

		
		
		
		

		
		
							Jan 18, 2005 - 1335hrs SYD Time

		

		
		1335hrs 18 Jan 2005 (SYD Time) 47’20”S 171’31”E.

WE saw a seal this morning – just a glimpse, no time for ID in one of the many squalls. Albatrosses back – hanging over the stern looking at us – mostly medium sized, about 3m span. Special moment in squall – … Continue reading



		
		
		
		
	

						

	
	

		
		
		
		

		
		
							Jan 18, 2005 – 1726hrs (SYD Time) |47’10”S 171’53”E.

		

		
		Today has been a day of deteriorating fortune. We spent an hour getting set up this morning with twin poles and all fine for a bit – wind then too strong for #5 so dropped it. lost a steering line and repaired it. wind increasing and storm jibA very small … Continue reading



		
		
		
		
	

						

	
	

		
		
		
		

		
		
							Jan 18, 2005 – 2022hrs SYD Time │ Knockdown

		

		
		knockdownWhen the boat is severely rolled or knocked over sideways, normally when beam on to big rolling breakers. – huge wave – both ok, no damage to boat. Fair bit of bruising. hdg dunedin precaution. no fuss please. if ok, we’ll keep going. … Continue reading



		
		
		
		
	

						

	
	

		
		
		
		

		
		
							Jan 19, 2005 – 1700hrs SYD Time

		

		
		Boat was a bit of a mess inside but all cleaned up now and we’re only going to Dunedin cos it’s the sensible thing to do given my rather sore ribcage. It’s only a bruise, so we’ll spend a couple of days modifying a few things and restocking and then … Continue reading



		
		
		
		
	

						

	
	

		
		
		
		

		
		
							Jan 20,  2005 – 1520hrs (SYD)

		

		
		[ed: just spoke with Alex via mobile as he sits in Berri in Dunedin, NZ. He has had his rib checked out and all is well – a little sore, but ok. They are doing some repair work on the impeller and a few other odds and sods. Allowing for … Continue reading



		
		
		
		
	

						

	
	

		
		
		
		

		
		
							Jan 23, 2005 - 1700hrs SYD │Dunedin, NZ │Knockdown Damage Report

		

		
		Greetings from Dunedin – late, with apologies. Lost an hour’s email yesterday when the slot machine gizmoSome kind of gadget or other, normally infuriating on this pc crashed and reset my screen so I’m having another go, but in instalments. We’ve been assessing damage – rather more than first impressions but still relatively superficial and some of it quite surprising, and then arranging fixes, delivery of spares and just churning the inside of the boat to make it more manageable. … Continue reading



		
		
		
		
	

						

	
	

		
		
		
		

		
		
							Jan 23, 2005 – 1800hrs (SYD)

		

		
		[ed: an update to the “knockdown” report]

Wednesday, 19 January 2005 5:03 PM

Severe knockdownWhen the boat is severely rolled or knocked over sideways, normally when beam on to big rolling breakers., huge hollow wave that caught us both on deck. Berri must have rolled through about 140 deg and … Continue reading



		
		
		
		
	

						

	
	

		
		
		
		

		
		
							Jan 24, 2005 – 1700hrs | Dunedin, NZ.

		

		
		Home of the House of Pain…

We are still on track for high tide departure on Wed 26 (approx 0300UTC) Fixes so far = new ST60 wind and boat speed speed transducers ( supplied by Quay [?Key?] Marine Boat chandlers, Auckland +64 9 415 8303

– new tiller autopilot: old … Continue reading



		
		
		
		
	

						

	
	

		
		
		
		

		
		
							1742hrs 25 Jan 2005. Dunedin, NZ. 

		

		
		Huge week but we seem to be more or less ready to leave. Shopping to do tomorrow and a few finishing tasks – trivial things like shortening lifelines because the pulpitThe railing at the bow of a boat, which sometimes extends past the deck. was distorted and too hard to … Continue reading



		
		
		
		
	

						

	
	

		
		
		
		

		
		
							Jan 27, 2005 – 0400hrs (SYD time)

		

		
		0400hrs 27 Jan 2005.(SYD time) 45’59”S 171’08”E. (Map Ref 27) Off again. We left Otago YC at 0700utc, 8pm their time. Sad saying goodbye… Hard to believe that this is the same bit of ocean we were in a week or so ago. We wre poddling along at about a … Continue reading



		
		
		
		
	

						

	
	

		
		
		
		

		
		
							Jan 27, 2005 - 0923hrs SYD time

		

		
		0923hrs 27 Jan 2005.(SYD time) 46’15”S 171’19”E. Map Ref 28 1157nm

Not really the sort of soft start we were hoping for. Still in fog and no wind and using some precious diesel to trickle south to where the wind should be. Otherwise, it looks as if we’d be stuck … Continue reading



		
		
		
		
	

						

	
	

		
		
		
		

		
		
							Jan 28, 2005 – 0616hrs (SYD time)

		

		
		0616hrs 28 Jan 2005.(SYD time) 47’10”S 171’48”E. Map Ref 29 1215nm

Roight listen up youse. We still havent enough wind or sunlight to charge the batteries and it looks as if that will continue for some time, so we are in conservation mode. Averaging about 2 knots – not good, … Continue reading



		
		
		
		
	

						

	
	

		
		
		
		

		
		
							Jan 28, 2005 - 0900hrs SYD time

		

		
		We’re moving again, heading south to find the westerlies. Just spoke to SarauYacht with which Berri had a rendezvous at sea – it’s (skipper) Malcolm’s birthday today, so we felt it necessary to consult with Dr CooperCoopersCoopers Sparkling Ale: - according to Alex: “brewed in the bottle, so a bit of sludge comes with it - best beer on the planet - beats a Pan Galactic Gargleblaster hands down”. Also a home brew from a Cooper’s Kit, perfected by onboard master-brewer Pete. See  Pete’s interesting equation  Sparkling Ale: - according to Alex: “brewed in the bottle, so a bit of sludge comes with it - best beer on the planet - beats a Pan Galactic Gargleblaster hands down”. Also a home brew from a Cooper’s Kit, perfected by onboard master-brewer Pete. See  Pete’s interesting equation CoopersCoopers Sparkling Ale: - according to Alex: “brewed in the bottle, so a bit of sludge comes with it - best beer on the planet - beats a Pan Galactic Gargleblaster hands down”. Also a home brew from a Cooper’s Kit, perfected by onboard master-brewer Pete. See  Pete’s interesting equation  Sparkling Ale: - according to Alex: “brewed in the bottle, so a bit of sludge comes with it - best beer on the planet - beats a Pan Galactic Gargleblaster hands down”. Also a home brew from a CooperCoopersCoopers Sparkling Ale: - according to Alex: “brewed in the bottle, so a bit of sludge comes with it - best beer on the planet - beats a Pan Galactic Gargleblaster hands down”. Also a home brew from a Cooper’s Kit, perfected by onboard master-brewer Pete. See  Pete’s interesting equation  Sparkling Ale: - according to Alex: “brewed in the bottle, so a bit of sludge comes with it - best beer on the planet - beats a Pan Galactic Gargleblaster hands down”. Also a home brew from a Cooper’s Kit, perfected by onboard master-brewer Pete. See  Pete’s interesting equation ’s Kit, perfected by onboard master-brewer Pete. See  Pete’s interesting equation  on his behalf and there’s a chance we can rendezvous, at about 4740 17155. Probably dark when we get there and we will be there first, so we will turn left and run the latitude and let them catch up. They will be about 30 miles behind and going 2 kt faster so about a 15 hour chase. Makes for an interesting few hours. … Continue reading



		
		
		
		
	

						

	
	

		
		
		
		

		
		
							Jan 28, 2005 – 1436hrs SYD time

		

		
		1436hrs 28 Jan 2005.(SYD time) 47’41”S 172’31”E. Map Ref 31 1261nm

It seems we may be able to wave goodbye to NZ. We are running along 4740S waiting for SarauYacht with which Berri had a rendezvous at sea to catch up. I think it will take them about 22-24 hours … Continue reading



		
		
		
		
	

						

	
	

		
		
		
		

		
		
							Jan 29, 2005 - 0832hrs SYD time │Rendez-vous with Sarau

		

		
		                 
				Happy Birthday HilaryAlex’s partner and Katherine’s mother [ed: alex’s better half – no arguments there!] Rendezvous! Dank and clammy, thick foggy mist, vis about 400 metres, cold, everything dripping wet. We’d been doing some position swapping and SarauYacht with which Berri had a rendezvous at sea appeared motoring out of the clag about 400 metres off our port quarter. Very special moment, recorded from both ends on video, followed by exchange of bottles – we got a bottle of merlot and they got a dose of Dr CooperCoopersCoopers Sparkling Ale: - according to Alex: “brewed in the bottle, so a bit of sludge comes with it - best beer on the planet - beats a Pan Galactic Gargleblaster hands down”. Also a home brew from a Cooper’s Kit, perfected by onboard master-brewer Pete. See  Pete’s interesting equation  Sparkling Ale: - according to Alex: “brewed in the bottle, so a bit of sludge comes with it - best beer on the planet - beats a Pan Galactic Gargleblaster hands down”. Also a home brew from a Cooper’s Kit, perfected by onboard master-brewer Pete. See  Pete’s interesting equation CoopersCoopers Sparkling Ale: - according to Alex: “brewed in the bottle, so a bit of sludge comes with it - best beer on the planet - beats a Pan Galactic Gargleblaster hands down”. Also a home brew from a Cooper’s Kit, perfected by onboard master-brewer Pete. See  Pete’s interesting equation  Sparkling Ale: - according to Alex: “brewed in the bottle, so a bit of sludge comes with it - best beer on the planet - beats a Pan Galactic Gargleblaster hands down”. Also a home brew from a CooperCoopersCoopers Sparkling Ale: - according to Alex: “brewed in the bottle, so a bit of sludge comes with it - best beer on the planet - beats a Pan Galactic Gargleblaster hands down”. Also a home brew from a Cooper’s Kit, perfected by onboard master-brewer Pete. See  Pete’s interesting equation  Sparkling Ale: - according to Alex: “brewed in the bottle, so a bit of sludge comes with it - best beer on the planet - beats a Pan Galactic Gargleblaster hands down”. Also a home brew from a Cooper’s Kit, perfected by onboard master-brewer Pete. See  Pete’s interesting equation ’s Kit, perfected by onboard master-brewer Pete. See  Pete’s interesting equation ’s medicinal compound.  … Continue reading



		
		
		
		
	

						

	
	

		
		
		
		

		
		
							Jan 30, 2005- 0559hrs SYD

		

		
		0559hrs 30 Jan 2005 SYD time 49’02”S 175’38”E Map Ref 34 1410nm

Quick burst on strategy – in the southern hemisphere, low pressure systems rotate clockwise and suck air in. The closer to the centre, the windier and rougher it gets, so you try to stay on the outer fringe. … Continue reading



		
		
		
		
	

						

	
	

		
		
		
		

		
		
							Jan 30, 2005 - 1657hrs SYD

		

		
		1657hrs 30 Jan 2005 SYD time 49’29”S 177’08”E Map Ref 35 

WindvaneStainless steel self steering device, built by KevinFleming, Kevin: manufacturer of stainless steel self steering device, aka KevvoStainless steel self steering device, built by Kevin Fleming, used on Berrimilla and countless others, used on Berrimilla and countless others; (Kevin Fleming, you're an absolute bloody gem! ) FlemingFleming, KevinFleming, Kevin: manufacturer of stainless steel self steering device, aka KevvoStainless steel self steering device, built by Kevin Fleming, used on Berrimilla and countless others, used on Berrimilla and countless others; (Kevin Fleming, you're an absolute bloody gem! ): manufacturer of stainless steel self steering device, aka KevvoStainless steel self steering device, built by Kevin Fleming, used on Berrimilla and countless others, used on Berrimilla and countless others; (KevinFleming, Kevin: manufacturer of stainless steel self steering device, aka KevvoStainless steel self steering device, built by Kevin Fleming, used on Berrimilla and countless others, used on Berrimilla and countless others; (Kevin Fleming, you're an absolute bloody gem! ) Fleming, you're an absolute bloody gem! ), used on Berrimilla and countless others artistry – part one:

While her geriatric crew are busy consulting with assorted Doctors and Other Medical Persons and Alphonse is having a … Continue reading



		
		
		
		
	

						

	
	

		
		
		
		

		
		
							Jan 31,  2005 - 0013hrs SYD

		

		
		0013hrs 31 Jan 2005 SYD time 49’36”S 179’13”E Map Ref 37 

On board cuisine

Since leaving Dunedin, the weather has been very kind to us. Though not enough wind at times, it has allowed us to eat well. The day often starts with a shared bottle of Dr CoopersCoopers … Continue reading



		
		
		
		
	

						

	
	

		
		
		
		

		
		
							Jan 31, 2005 – 0700hrs SYD

		

		
		0700hrs 31 Jan 2005 SYD time 49’43”S 179’27”E Map Ref 36

This morning at daybreak we passed 4 miles south of the Antipodes islands – craggy and bleak with vertical cliffs and their own cloud system. I had a feel for how it must have been for earlier navigators on … Continue reading



		
		
		
		
	

						

	
	

		
		
		
		

		
		
							Jan 31, 2005 – 1213hrs SYD

		

		
		1213hrs 31 Jan 2005 SYD time 49’36”S 178’49”W Map Ref 38 1635nm

Crossed 180 @ 23.25.15 30/01/05. Hallo from yesterday. Dr CooperCoopersCoopers Sparkling Ale: – according to Alex: “brewed in the bottle, so a bit of sludge comes with it – best beer on the planet – beats a Pan Galactic Gargleblaster hands down”. Also a home brew from a CooperCoopersCoopers Sparkling Ale: - according to Alex: “brewed in the bottle, so a bit of sludge comes with it - best beer on the planet - beats a Pan Galactic Gargleblaster hands down”. Also a home brew from a Cooper’s Kit, perfected by onboard master-brewer Pete. See  Pete’s interesting equation  Sparkling Ale: - according to Alex: “brewed in the bottle, so a bit of sludge comes with it - best beer on the planet - beats a Pan Galactic Gargleblaster hands down”. Also a home brew from a Cooper’s Kit, perfected by onboard master-brewer Pete. See  Pete’s interesting equation ’s Kit, perfected by onboard master-brewer Pete. See  Pete’s interesting equation CoopersCoopers Sparkling Ale: – according to Alex: “brewed in the bottle, so a bit of sludge comes with it – best beer on the planet – beats a Pan Galactic Gargleblaster hands down”. Also a home brew from a CooperCoopersCoopers Sparkling Ale: - according to Alex: “brewed in the bottle, so a bit of sludge comes with it - best beer on the planet - beats a Pan Galactic Gargleblaster hands down”. Also a home brew from a Cooper’s Kit, perfected by onboard master-brewer Pete. See  Pete’s interesting equation  Sparkling Ale: - according to Alex: “brewed in the bottle, so a bit of sludge comes with it - best beer on the planet - beats a Pan Galactic Gargleblaster hands down”. Also a home brew from a Cooper’s Kit, perfected by onboard master-brewer Pete. See  Pete’s interesting equation ’s Kit, perfected by onboard master-brewer Pete. See  Pete’s interesting equation  Sparkling Ale: – according to Alex: “brewed in the bottle, so a bit of sludge comes with it – best beer on the planet – beats a Pan Galactic Gargleblaster hands down”. Also a home brew from a CooperCoopersCoopers Sparkling Ale: - according to Alex: “brewed in the bottle, so a bit of sludge comes with it - best beer on the planet - beats a Pan Galactic Gargleblaster hands down”. Also a home brew from a Cooper’s Kit, perfected by onboard master-brewer Pete. See  Pete’s interesting equation  Sparkling Ale: - according to Alex: “brewed in the bottle, so a bit of sludge comes with it - best beer on the planet - beats a Pan Galactic Gargleblaster hands down”. Also a home brew from a Cooper’s Kit, perfected by onboard master-brewer Pete. See  Pete’s interesting equation ’s Kit, perfected by onboard master-brewer Pete. See  Pete’s interesting equation  assisted.   No more today – have exceeded limit dragging in weather.



		
		
		
		
	

						

	
	

		
		
		
		

		
		
							Jan 31, 2005 - 2046hrs UTC 

		

		
		More than half way to Alpha, 1680 miles direct from Sydney and about 3600 to the Horn, so some noticeable progress. HilaryAlex’s partner and Katherine’s mother says Antipodes Islands so named because they are diametrically opposite Greenwich so we’ve got a smidgin less than half the world to go to get to half way. That’s a lot of water. HFHigh Frequency – usually refers to HF radio which is long range digital radio that Berrimilla used to send all but a few of the logs on both circumnavigations. The radio was connected via a Pactor 3 digital modem to Alex’s laptop and used the Sailmail software application called Airmail to send emails and pull in  emails, weather and GRIB files. Airmail also supports Iridium satellite telephone messaging and Alex used this as backup when the HF radio died approaching England. radio propagationIn the logs, this refers to the radiation of signal energy and is customarily qualified by the words abysmal, ratshit or lousy out here is dismal at the mo so this may not get sent for some time.  … Continue reading



		
		
		
		
	

						

	
	

		
		
		
		

		
		
							Jan 31, 2005 - 2352hrs SYD

		

		
		2352hrs 31 Jan 2005 SYD time 49’32”S 178’06”W Map Ref 39 1663nm

WindvaneStainless steel self steering device, built by KevinFleming, Kevin: manufacturer of stainless steel self steering device, aka KevvoStainless steel self steering device, built by Kevin Fleming, used on Berrimilla and countless others, used on Berrimilla and countless others; (Kevin Fleming, you're an absolute bloody gem! ) FlemingFleming, KevinFleming, Kevin: manufacturer of stainless steel self steering device, aka KevvoStainless steel self steering device, built by Kevin Fleming, used on Berrimilla and countless others, used on Berrimilla and countless others; (Kevin Fleming, you're an absolute bloody gem! ): manufacturer of stainless steel self steering device, aka KevvoStainless steel self steering device, built by Kevin Fleming, used on Berrimilla and countless others, used on Berrimilla and countless others; (KevinFleming, Kevin: manufacturer of stainless steel self steering device, aka KevvoStainless steel self steering device, built by Kevin Fleming, used on Berrimilla and countless others, used on Berrimilla and countless others; (Kevin Fleming, you're an absolute bloody gem! ) Fleming, you're an absolute bloody gem! ), used on Berrimilla and countless others wizardry part 2.

To set it up, we trim he boat so that it would sail itself but for the motion of the … Continue reading



		
		
		
		
	

						

	
	

		
		
		
		

		
		
							Feb 1, 2005 - 0300hrs UTC 

		

		
		0300hrs 1 Feb 2005 UTC 49’36”S 176’48”W Map Ref 41 1714nm 12C

Right now, we are about 60 miles too far north for a decent breeze and we are trying to go south to pick it up. The water temperature has gone up to over 12 deg and we have … Continue reading



		
		
		
		
	

						

	
	

		
		
		
		

		
		
							Feb 01, 2005 – 0854hrs UTC

		

		
		0854hrs 01 Feb 2005 UTC 49’40”S 176’12”W Map Ref 42 1738nm

Still trying to work our way further south. We are out of the fog with a bit more wind and heading for somewhere below 50S. Still butting into current. Almost no seabirds today – perhaps too far from land … Continue reading



		
		
		
		
	

						

	
	

		
		
		
		

		
		
							Feb 02, 2005 - 0353hrs UTC 

		

		
		Sitrep: 0353hrs 02 Feb 2005 UTC 49’52”S 173’54”W Map Ref 43 1828nm 12.0C 1.5ktsE

Stunning night, low moon to start, with Venus – I think – alongside and the usual giga of stars. Then clouds and light mist. Damp, slightly misty completely cloudless and quite breathtaking silvery rather than gold … Continue reading



		
		
		
		
	

						

	
	

		
		
		
		

		
		
							Feb 03, 2005 - 0704hrs UTC

		

		
		0704hrs 03 Feb 2005 UTC 49’07”S 169’14”W Map Ref 44 2015nm

Cold damp dawn with misty rain – but good breeze. Some birds around yesterday but none today. Breadmaking yesterday spectacularly successful – using breadmaking kit from woollies with 4×250 gm packs and yeast sachets for each. One pack just … Continue reading



		
		
		
		
	

						

	
	

		
		
		
		

		
		
							Feb 04, 2005 – 0537hrs UTC

		

		
		0537hrs 04 Feb 2005 UTC 48’06”S 165’53”W Map Ref 45 2161nm

Could you please tell Tony at Majestic Foods that we’ve started on the Majestic dried stuff he prepared for us and it’s great. Soup packs perfect size. Good outfit. 

Cold damp dawn sailchange after only half an hour … Continue reading



		
		
		
		
	

						

	
	

		
		
		
		

		
		
							Feb 04, 2005 – 1715hrs UTC | A day in the formal life of the radio operator

		

		
		1715hrs 04 Feb 2005 UTC 47’56”S 164’20”W Map Ref 46 2224nm

A day in the formal life of the radio operator – times in UTC/approx local – A skedShort for schedule. A pre-arranged (scheduled) time and frequency for radio contact often co-ordinated by a shore station, such as Penta ComstatA private radio communication service for yachts and pleasure craft, now sadly no longer available., … Continue reading



		
		
		
		
	

						

	
	

		
		
		
		

		
		
							Feb 05, 2005 - 1803hrs UTC

		

		
		1803hrs 05 Feb 2005 UTC 48’24”S 161’50”W Map Ref 47 2328nm

Hello to everyone – its almost midnight local time. The boat’s doing 1-2 kts in a lumpy sea and the self steering has trouble in these conditions so we have to get out and hand steer, find a little … Continue reading



		
		
		
		
	

						

	
	

		
		
		
		

		
		
							Feb 06, 2005 - 0408hrs UTC │Lessons from NZ roll

		

		
		We seem to be dropping out of the high and getting some of the breeze from all the isobaric spaghetti to the south of us. Twin polingAn explanation from Malcolm:  It is quite normal for a yacht to 'pole out' its jib (the foresail) on the opposite  side of the boat to the mainsail when running downwind - this is called  goosewinging'. A spinnaker pole is attached to the mast at one end and the back corner (clew) of the jib at the other. That holds the jib at the right angle so that it catches the wind. On Berri they've found that they can often get good performance and a comfortable ride by taking the mainsail right down and setting a second jib poled out on the opposite side to the first. and tracking just north of east (T) at 4834S. Looks a bit windy below 49 so we wont go there. The seabirds are back  … Continue reading



		
		
		
		
	

						

	
	

		
		
		
		

		
		
							Feb 06, 2005 - 1942hrs UTC  │What it's like up in the space station?

		

		
		1942hrs 06 Feb 2005 UTC 47’50”S 158’42”W Map Ref 49 2465nm

As we get close to half way in distance between Sydney via Hobart to the Horn not counting the diversion to Dunedin, this exercise begins to develop its own perspective. We are in second term of first year at … Continue reading



		
		
		
		
	

						

	
	

		
		
		
		

		
		
							Feb 07, 2005 – 0453hrs UTC

		

		
		0453hrs 07 Feb 2005 UTC 47’45”S 157’28”W Map Ref 50 2515nm

Making bread, harvested the cress for cheese biscuits and The DoctorGuinness for breakfast. Nice it was and some more in the garden.

Just had a hurricane warning about TC Meena, 1200 miles to the north, 100 kt winds near … Continue reading



		
		
		
		
	

						

	
	

		
		
		
		

		
		
							Feb 07, 2005 - 2341hrs UTC │Bread, Sealed bacon, Mung beans

		

		
		2341hrs 07 Feb 2005 UTC 47’05”S 155’08”W Map Ref 51 2618nm

Specially lumpy night – 25-30kt all night and we are now getting a SW swell of about 8 – 10 metres with something like a 200 m wavelength so it’s not too vicious when they come singly. Standing at … Continue reading



		
		
		
		
	

						

	
	

		
		
		
		

		
		
							Feb 08, 2005 - 2131hrs UTC │Anyone know anyone at NASA?

		

		
		2131hrs 08 Feb 2005 UTC 47’00”S 152’27”W Map Ref 52 2728nm

Frustrating day again yesterday – the wind died to somewhere close to zephyr status but left the swell for us to corkscrew around in. Sails slatting and banging all day – not good for them or the rig and … Continue reading



		
		
		
		
	

						

	
	

		
		
		
		

		
		
							Feb 09, 2005 – 0711hrs UTC

		

		
		0711hrs 09 Feb 2005 UTC 46’53”S 151’07”W Map Ref 53 2783nm

just had first warning from sailmailSailmail is the system that Berrimilla uses for email communication. It is a non-profit association of yacht owners operating a network of private coast stations in the maritime Mobile Radio Service. re usage. very … Continue reading



		
		
		
		
	

						

	
	

		
		
		
		

		
		
							Feb 09, 2005 – 1220hrs UTC

		

		
		1220hrs 09 Feb 2005 UTC 46’47”S 150’23”W Map Ref 54 2813nm

we’re now just inside the top of the engine that drives the southern ocean weather – the ring of lows around 50s. cold, windy, big messy seas and very uncomfortable. will have to cut back a bit on updates … Continue reading



		
		
		
		
	

						

	
	

		
		
		
		

		
		
							Feb 09, 2005 – 1831hrs UTC

		

		
		1831hrs 09 Feb 2005 UTC 46’25”S 149’45”W Map Ref 55 2849nm

got your test but will wait till we have hfHigh Frequency – usually refers to HFHigh Frequency – usually refers to HF radio which is long range digital radio that Berrimilla used to send all but a few of the logs on both circumnavigations. The radio was connected via a Pactor 3 digital modem to Alex’s laptop and used the Sailmail software application called Airmail to send emails and pull in  emails, weather and GRIB files. Airmail also supports Iridium satellite telephone messaging and Alex used this as backup when the HF radio died approaching England. radio which is long range digital radio that Berrimilla used to send all but a few of the logs on both circumnavigations. The radio was connected via a Pactor 3 digital modem to Alex’s laptop and used the SailmailSailmail is the system that Berrimilla uses for email communication. It is a non-profit association of yacht owners operating a network of private coast stations in the maritime Mobile Radio Service. software application called Airmail to send emails and pull in  emails, weather and GRIBWeather files. 
Graphics in Binary file: GRIB files associate a specific weather datum  (eg wind velocity or atmospheric pressure) with a geographic position. Because the resulting file is a collection of these points they are extremely small and so ideal over slow links such as sailmail. files. Airmail also supports Iridium satellite telephone messaging and Alex used this as backup when the HFHigh Frequency – usually refers to HF radio which is long range digital radio that Berrimilla used to send all but a few of the logs on both circumnavigations. The radio was connected via a Pactor 3 digital modem to Alex’s laptop and used the Sailmail software application called Airmail to send emails and pull in  emails, weather and GRIB files. Airmail also supports Iridium satellite telephone messaging and Alex used this as backup when the HF radio died approaching England. radio died approaching England. prop again and see whethere there is anything from sailmailSailmail is the system that Berrimilla uses for email communication. It is a non-profit association of yacht owners operating a network of private coast stations in the maritime Mobile Radio Service. re my request for more time.   prob about 4 hrs to wait.



		
		
		
		
	

						

	
	

		
		
		
		

		
		
							Feb 10, 2005 - 0509hrs UTC │Washing, according to Pete

		

		
		0509hrs 10 Feb 2005 UTC 46’19”S 148’17”W Map Ref 56 2909nm

 Pete

Hello to all – the sun is out today so it’s time to get the old clothes off and put some sweet smelling items on. when I changed last, I washed the old ones in saltwater and rinsed … Continue reading



		
		
		
		
	

						

	
	

		
		
		
		

		
		
							Feb 11, 2005 – 0434hrs UTC |A day in the life of the informal radio operation

		

		
		0434hrs 11 Feb 2005 UTC 45’39”S 145’35”W Map Ref 57 3028nm

Alex: Our latest GribWeather files. Graphics in Binary file: GRIBWeather files. 
Graphics in Binary file: GRIB files associate a specific weather datum  (eg wind velocity or atmospheric pressure) with a geographic position. Because the resulting file is a collection of these points they are extremely small and so ideal over slow links such as sailmail. files associate a specific weather datum (eg wind velocity or atmospheric pressure) with a geographic position. Because the resulting file is a collection of these points they are extremely … Continue reading



		
		
		
		
	

						

	
	

		
		
		
		

		
		
							Feb 11, 2005 - 1256hrs UTC

		

		
		1256hrs 11 Feb 2005 UTC 45’27”S 144’44”W Map Ref 58 3066nm

Pete: Hello out there – we have been away from hobart for a month now – perhaps time to reflect. All is going well, progress is a little slow as we sawtooth our way across the longitudes moving between … Continue reading



		
		
		
		
	

						

	
	

		
		
		
		

		
		
							Feb 12, 2005 - 0054hrs UTC │45’35”S 143’15”W 3129nm

		

		
		0054hrs 12 Feb 2005 UTC 45’35”S 143’15”W Map Ref 59 3129nm

Now past half way in all distance categories – Sydney and Hobart. Still about 1600 miles and a lot of water and time before we get to the Pacific high off the Chilean coast and can dive south to … Continue reading



		
		
		
		
	

						

	
	

		
		
		
		

		
		
							Feb 12, 2005 - 0734hrs UTC │From inside the plastic tube: Listening to Berri

		

		
		0734hrs 12 Feb 2005 UTC 45’48”S 142’20”W Map Ref 60 3169nm

This entry was read by Alex Whitworth on a BBC 4 program called Something Understood and broadcast on July 17th, 2005. Listen to the full program (about 30 minutes) (Alex: mn 21:45 to mn 25:00) 

Here I am … Continue reading



		
		
		
		
	

						

	
	

		
		
		
		

		
		
							Feb 13, 2005 - 0339hrs UTC

		

		
		0339hrs 13 Feb 2005 UTC 45’36”S 140’07”W Map Ref 61 3263nm

This looks like being a trivia update. We’re sticking to the strategy and following the tops of the lows across the ocean at somewhere between 45 & 50S whichn keeps us in manageable wind strength and waves most of … Continue reading



		
		
		
		
	

						

	
	

		
		
		
		

		
		
							Feb 14, 2005 - 0243hrsUTC

		

		
		0243hrs 14 Feb 2005 UTC 45’49”S 138’10”W Map Ref 62 3422nm

We are sitting under the ridge that has been chasing us for the last couple of days. Not much wind, from the south, full main and #1, rolling and slatting a bit but some forward progress. Wind should come … Continue reading



		
		
		
		
	

						

	
	

		
		
		
		

		
		
							Feb 14, 2005 – 0627hrs UTC

		

		
		0627hrs 14 Feb 2005 UTC 45’58”S 137’48”W Map Ref 63 3440nm

Berri is quiet tonight – unlike a couple of nights ago. We’re twin polingAn explanation from Malcolm: It is quite normal for a yacht to ‘pole out’ its jib (the foresail) on the opposite side of the boat to … Continue reading



		
		
		
		
	

						

	
	

		
		
		
		

		
		
							Feb 15, 2005 - 0125hrs UTC

		

		
		0125hrs 15 Feb 2005 UTC 46’12”S 135’14”W Map Ref 64 3548nm

More idle speculation: how good a mixer is the world’s climate system? Here we plod, in one of the most remote spots on the planet, with a bit of water around us. What, for instance, is the broad statistical … Continue reading



		
		
		
		
	

						

	
	

		
		
		
		

		
		
							Feb 15, 2005 - 1317hrs UTC

		

		
		1317hrs 15 Feb 2005 UTC 46’29”S 133’29”W Map Ref 65 3622nm

Reflections on a month at sea part 2:

The big event was the roll so lets talk about that. After about a week from Hobart we passed the bottom of NZ between Stewart Island and the Snares we then … Continue reading



		
		
		
		
	

						

	
	

		
		
		
		

		
		
							 Feb 16,  2005 - 0325hrsUTC 

		

		
		0325hrs 16 Feb 2005 UTC 46’19”S 131’43”W Map Ref 66 3696nm

I’ve been asked what the weather is like down here. We are in the South Pacific Convergence ZoneInter Tropical Convergence ZoneInter Tropical Convergence Zone, also known as The Doldrums, also known as The DoldrumsInter Tropical Convergence ZoneInter Tropical Convergence Zone, also known as The Doldrums, also known as The Doldrums (SPCZ) where warm moist air out of the highs to the north mixes … Continue reading



		
		
		
		
	

						

	
	

		
		
		
		

		
		
							Feb 17, 2005 - 0141hrs UTC

		

		
		0141hrs 17 Feb 2005 UTC 45’35”S 128’63”W Map Ref 67 3816nm

I made a silly mistake requesting gribWeather files. Graphics in Binary file: GRIBWeather files. 
Graphics in Binary file: GRIB files associate a specific weather datum  (eg wind velocity or atmospheric pressure) with a geographic position. Because the resulting file is a collection of these points they are extremely small and so ideal over slow links such as sailmail. files associate a specific weather datum (eg wind velocity or atmospheric pressure) with a geographic position. Because the resulting file is a collection of these points … Continue reading



		
		
		
		
	

						

	
	

		
		
		
		

		
		
							Feb 18, 2005 - 0200hrs UTC

		

		
		0200hrs 18 Feb 2005 UTC 45’25”S 127’35”W Map Ref 68 3878nm

Small drama last night. We have not been changing the plastic aerofoil on the self steering unit from large to small as often as perhaps we should (KevinFleming, KevinFleming, Kevin: manufacturer of stainless steel self steering device, aka KevvoStainless steel self steering device, built by Kevin Fleming, used on Berrimilla and countless others, used on Berrimilla and countless others; (Kevin Fleming, you're an absolute bloody gem! ): manufacturer of stainless steel self steering device, aka KevvoStainless steel … Continue reading



		
		
		
		
	

						

	
	

		
		
		
		

		
		
							Feb 18, 2005 – 0353hrs UTC

		

		
		0353hrs 18 Feb 2005 UTC 45’25”S 127’32”W Map Ref 69 3880nm

A day of chasing zephyrs – going nowhere, rolling around, getting little jobs done and now it’s evening and we’ve dropped the sails and we’re going to get some serious sleep. The silence, the almost indigo blue of the … Continue reading



		
		
		
		
	

						

	
	

		
		
		
		

		
		
							Feb 19, 2005 - 0015hrs UTC

		

		
		0015hrs 19 Feb 2005 UTC 45’49”S 126’30”W Map Ref 70 3930nm

And so it came to pass. Calm windless silence that pounds your ears, then fluffy darkness, muffled rain, slight roll, plus all the usual little noises in Berri’s vocab, mostly irritants like a Sikaflex tube rolling in its shelf … Continue reading



		
		
		
		
	

						

	
	

		
		
		
		

		
		
							Feb 19, 2005 - 2215hrs UTC 

		

		
		What a dreadful night, punctuated by a series of little tragedies all related to the loss of precious liquids. The front duly arrived, as usual at dinner time and, again as usual, the gribWeather files. 
Graphics in Binary file: GRIB files associate a specific weather datum  (eg wind velocity or atmospheric pressure) with a geographic position. Because the resulting file is a collection of these points they are extremely small and so ideal over slow links such as sailmail. had the wind direction pretty much spot on but once again as usual, underestimated the strength by 100% so instead of 20 gusting 25, we get 40 going on 50. Two sail changes during the night as it increased, each requiring one of us to surface from warm bunk and dreams of Ingrid (was that her name, Kees?) and go through the Mr Bean routine and get wet and cold as well.  … Continue reading



		
		
		
		
	

						

	
	

		
		
		
		

		
		
							Feb 20, 2005 - 0840hrs UTC 

		

		
		0840hrs 20 Feb 2005 UTC 45’09”S 122’43”W Map Ref 72 4095nm

Ladies and gents, it’s decision time. Our weather situation is beginning to look very messy. The high is now down here with us, there’s a nasty low behind and below us and another forming ahead which potentially is messiest … Continue reading



		
		
		
		
	

						

	
	

		
		
		
		

		
		
							Feb 21, 2005 - 0225hrs UTC │Generator has died

		

		
		0225hrs 21 Feb 2005 UTC 45’57”S 121’35”W Map Ref 73 4162nm

The proposed [ed: broken generator] work-around – we will run the engine for half hr each day at about this time 0200-0300utc (good propgn)while diesel lasts & do update & mailcall then to v short satcom updates if diesel … Continue reading



		
		
		
		
	

						

	
	

		
		
		
		

		
		
							Feb 21, 2005 – 1316hrs UTC

		

		
		Sitrep: 1316hrs 21 Feb 2005 UTC 46’52”S 121’06”W Map Ref 74

It’s feely-gropey time – no generator so major conservation exercise – instruments & satcomC only, no gps, no lights except masthead at night (LED, so only draws 0.2 amp) and laptop only in small doses. And I suppose that’s … Continue reading



		
		
		
		
	

						

	
	

		
		
		
		

		
		
							Feb 22, 2005 - 0018hrs UTC

		

		
		0018hrs 22 Feb 2005 UTC 47’08”S 120’05”W Map Ref 75 4266nm

Yesterday was not a good day, all things considered. We worked most of the day on the generator trying to eliminate possible causes of the failure. First, of course, the need to unpack the starboard q’berth to get at … Continue reading



		
		
		
		
	

						

	
	

		
		
		
		

		
		
							Feb 22, 2005 – 2100hrs UTC

		

		
		Sitrep: 2100hrs 22 Feb 2005 UTC 48’10”S 118’16”W Map Ref 76 4362nm

The lonely sea and the sky…To misquote Douglas Adams, here we are, two ape descended primitive organic life forms (and some highly advanced boot feralsInteresting biological colonies that grow and fester in seaboots. There are left foot feralsInteresting biological colonies that grow and fester in seaboots. There are left foot ferals and right foot ferals and occasionally they get to cross breed and create fierce hybrids. … Continue reading



		
		
		
		
	

						

	
	

		
		
		
		

		
		
							Feb 23, 2005 – 2315hrs UTC

		

		
		Sitrep: 2315hrs 23 Feb 2005 UTC 49’57”S 115’07”W Map Ref 77 4525nm

We’re hooningAs far as I can gather, if Berri were a horse, she’d have the bit between her teeth to be hooningAs far as I can gather, if Berri were a horse, she’d have  the bit between her teeth to be hooning along twin poledAn explanation from Malcolm: It is quite normal for a yacht to ‘pole out’ … Continue reading



		
		
		
		
	

						

	
	

		
		
		
		

		
		
							Feb 24, 2005 – 1445hrs UTC

		

		
		Sitrep: 1445hrs 24 Feb 2005 UTC 50’41”S 113’09”W Map Ref 78

I’ve been chastised for the arrogant assumption that we have actually made the transition from ape to primitive human life form. Fair call, Malcom. I’ll talk severely to my selfish genes and tell them to up their game. Then … Continue reading



		
		
		
		
	

						

	
	

		
		
		
		

		
		
							Feb 24, 2005 - 2145hrs UTC

		

		
		2145hrs 24 Feb 2005 UTC 50’52”S 112’31”W Map Ref 79

Pete: Reflections, part 3. We were inDunedin, the xrays showed no broken ribs but alex would need a week to recover. this proved to be a blessing as it gave us time to evaluate the storage problems we had on … Continue reading



		
		
		
		
	

						

	
	

		
		
		
		

		
		
							Feb 25, 2005 – 1345hrs UTC

		

		
		1345hrs 25 Feb 2005 UTC 51’46”S 111’19”W Map Ref 80 

It’s been a pink and yellow day. We opened a tin of beetroot for lunch and Pete cooked some rice and stirred in the beetroot, a can of white beans, the last sliver of Dunedin spanish onion, a tin … Continue reading



		
		
		
		
	

						

	
	

		
		
		
		

		
		
							Feb 26, 2005 – 0715hrs UTC

		

		
		0715hrs 26 Feb 2005 UTC 52’39”S 110’18”W Map Ref 82

Today has been one of those perfect days in the sun, except that there has been almost no wind. Seems we’ve found the only hole in the southern ocean. We’re trying to work our way south back into the westerly … Continue reading



		
		
		
		
	

						

	
	

		
		
		
		

		
		
							Feb 26, 2005 - 1455hrs UTC

		

		
		Sitrep: 1455hrs 26 Feb 2005 UTC 52’54”S 109’05”W Map Ref 83

Still moving – still according to plan – VMGVelocity made good – loosely, speed in the right direction. in the 6s & 7s. Oh joy! Long background warehouse-sized swell that keeps us rolling gently as we swish away the … Continue reading



		
		
		
		
	

						

	
	

		
		
		
		

		
		
							Feb 26, 2005 - 2215hrs UTC

		

		
		Sitrep: 2215hrs 26 Feb 2005 UTC 53’10”S 108’01”W Map Ref 84

I’m sure someone will jump on me if I’m wrong but at 60 degrees latitude, the distance between any two lines of longitude is exactly half the distance between them at the equator. We’re getting close to 60 S … Continue reading



		
		
		
		
	

						

	
	

		
		
		
		

		
		
							Feb 27, 2005 – 0730hrs UTC

		

		
		Sitrep: 0730hrs 27 Feb 2005 UTC 53’14”S 106’45”W Map Ref 85

It’s amazing how fast things change down here. This morning I was looking back over my shoulder and thinking whoopee – steady flow lines for a few days, no problems. Tonight, with a new gribWeather files. Graphics in Binary … Continue reading



		
		
		
		
	

						

	
	

		
		
		
		

		
		
							Feb 28, 2005 – 0035hrs UTC

		

		
		0035hrs 28 Feb 2005 UTC 53’32”S 105’04”W Map Ref 86

As I start to write this, we have 1325 miles to the Horn. Not a trivial distance and it seems we are going to have to work our butts off to put it in the bag. At this rate, still … Continue reading



		
		
		
		
	

						

	
	

		
		
		
		

		
		
							Feb 28, 2005 - 1300hrs UTC

		

		
		28/0715 Making a cup of tea in the middle of the night on the starboard tack in a heavy beam sea in 30 knots in Berrimilla is an activity that should be encouraged with the single word DontevereventhinkofitandifyoudoyouremadMaking tea in adverse circumstances. But if you must persevere, as I have just done, prepare for disaster at every step … Continue reading



		
		
		
		
	

						

	
	

		
		
		
		

		
		
							Feb 28, 2005 – 1615hrs UTC

		

		
		Sitrep: 1615hrs 28 Feb 2005 UTC 53’50”S 102’50”W Map Ref 87

Here’s my BrolgaBerrimilla is a BrolgaBerrimilla is a Brolga 33 designed by Peter JoubertJoubert, Peter: mechnical engineer, specialising in fluid mechanics, now retired. Highly respected sailor and designer of the Brolga and other yachts; many  mentions but see 115; Pete’s meeting with him, 122. For specs, see  here 33 designed by Peter JoubertJoubert, Peter: mechnical engineer, specialising in fluid mechanics, now retired. Highly respected sailor and designer of the BrolgaBerrimilla is a Brolga 33 designed by Peter JoubertJoubert, Peter: mechnical engineer, specialising in fluid mechanics, now retired. Highly respected sailor and designer of the Brolga and other yachts; many  mentions but see 115; Pete’s meeting with him, 122. For specs, see  here and other yachts; many mentions but see 115; Pete’s meeting with … Continue reading



		
		
		
		
	

						

	
	

		
		
		
		

		
		
							Feb 28, 2005 - 2330hrs UTC

		

		
		2330hrs 28 Feb 2005 UTC 53’59”S 101’51”W Map Ref 89

Pete: Hello to all out there not residing in washing machines.

Yesterday we were sitting between two lows without much wind. Outside, it was raining and bloody cold. Ales was hand steering to keep the boat moving, using the tiller … Continue reading



		
		
		
		
	

						

	
	

		
		
		
		

		
		
							Mar 01, 2005 - 1400hrs UTC

		

		
		Sitrep: 1400hrs 01 Mar 2005 UTC 54’22”S 100’40”W Map Ref 90

 From Malcom C. Hi Guys, I’ve seen no mention of the bike powered generator during the power shortages. Was the bike ditched at some stage? When you round the Horn will you be out in the Drake passage … Continue reading



		
		
		
		
	

						

	
	

		
		
		
		

		
		
							Mar 02, 2005 - 0250hrs UTC

		

		
		Sitrep: 0250hrs 02 Mar 2005 UTC 54’43”S 099’44”W Map Ref 91

Cold, early morning – just come in from cockpit. Doing this with ski gloves – fuzzxy. SAnd too hard so back to cold fingers. Today has/is been/being a day of celebration in local, Australian, GMT and MaltaWhere Alex was … Continue reading



		
		
		
		
	

						

	
	

		
		
		
		

		
		
							Mar 02, 2005 - 1100hrs UTC

		

		
		Sitrep: 1100hrs 02 Mar 2005 UTC 54’43”S 099’35”W Map Ref 92

Sadly, it seems my satellite phone only talks to Australia. Fat lot of use that is. TelstraThe TelstraThe Telstra Corporation is an Australian Telecommunications Company  dominant in the area of land lines, mobile phones and Broadband, amongst other services Corporation is an Australian Telecommunications Company dominant in the area of land lines, mobile phones and Broadband, amongst other services, are … Continue reading



		
		
		
		
	

						

	
	

		
		
		
		

		
		
							Mar 02 2005 - 1640hrs UTC

		

		
		Sitrep: 1640hrs 02 Mar 2005 UTC 54’49”S 099’05”W Map Ref 93

There have been two huge albatrosses flying round us in formation for a couple of hours. One quite a bit bigger than the other. Both brilliant white underneath in the low early morning sunlight, flecked grey on top, creamy … Continue reading



		
		
		
		
	

						

	
	

		
		
		
		

		
		
							Mar 02, 2005 - 2315hrs UTC

		

		
		Sitrep: 2315hrs 02 Mar 2005 UTC 54’45”S 097’59”W Map Ref 94

Gerry, any comments? As this matters a lot, I’ll post a public correction if this bit of sticking my neck out is wrong, so watch this space…

We’re putting theory into practice. For three years or so, I have … Continue reading



		
		
		
		
	

						

	
	

		
		
		
		

		
		
							Mar 03, 2005 – 1216hrs UTC

		

		
		Sitrep: 1216hrs 03 Mar 2005 UTC 54’32”S 095’46”W Map Ref 95

I’ve just done something so astonishingly stupid that you’d better hear about it before I have time to pretend it didn’t happen. A few minutes after nightfall, 25 – 30 kts, boat crashing along at about 7 off the … Continue reading



		
		
		
		
	

						

	
	

		
		
		
		

		
		
							Mar 03, 2005 – 1835hrs UTC │ For lease: Hydroponic garden allotment

		

		
		For lease: Hydroponic garden allotment, excellent greenhouse climate for diversification into bacteriology etc; two bed mobile dwelling att. w. all fac., fantastic water views, adj, wildlife park; currently cropping cress, alfalfa, fenugreek and mungBeans sprouted on board if it’s warm enough beansBeans sprouted on board if it’s warm enough. Latest irrigation, douche and pumping equip., well stocked cellar; absolutely no work required, pleasant odour of cooking socks. … Continue reading



		
		
		
		
	

						

	
	

		
		
		
		

		
		
							Mar 03, 2005 - 2348hrs UTC

		

		
		Our applied TRSTropical Revolving Storms avoidance strategy seems to have worked. We moved up and to the north of the low and we think we are now in the westerly flow behind it. Poled out storm jibA very small jib, usually made from  bright orange material, used in storm conditions. and #4, chosen for flexibility – we don’t know what the wind and waves will do to us over the next couple of days and we are getting 6 knots with the option of changing easily up or down. Cape Horn is now on screen on the gps and the laptop and the countdown has begun. … Continue reading



		
		
		
		
	

						

	
	

		
		
		
		

		
		
							Mar 4, 2005 - 1815hrs UTC

		

		
		Short one this time – we think there may be a problem with sailmailSailmail is the system that Berrimilla uses for email communication. It is a non-profit association of yacht owners operating a network of private coast stations in the maritime Mobile Radio Service.. At this morning’s reading of the tea leaves, it seems we may be in this very sexy westerly for a day or two. We have touched wood, figuratively sacrifced ritual beasties from the feral menagerie and will shortly offer a (smallish) libation to placate S/he Who Must Be Placated and let’s keep hoping. We are sitting on the 990hp isobar, which is running east-west and we expect the pressure to rise as we fall out of the back of the low and the isobars start to go north south and increase, so we are watching the barometer. … Continue reading



		
		
		
		
	

						

	
	

		
		
		
		

		
		
							Mar 05, 2005 - 0105hrs UTC

		

		
		Sitrep: 0105hrs 05 Mar 2005 UTC 54’49”S 090’11”W Map Ref 99

I don’t know whether you will ever read this as it seems there may be a problem with the sailmailSailmail is the system that Berrimilla uses for email communication. It is a non-profit association of yacht owners operating a … Continue reading



		
		
		
		
	

						

	
	

		
		
		
		

		
		
							Mar 05, 2005 - 1430hrs UTC

		

		
		Sitrep: 1430hrs 05 Mar 2005 UTC 54’48”S 088’52”W Map Rf 100

There’s something wrong with our sailmailSailmail is the system that Berrimilla uses for email communication. It is a non-profit association of yacht owners operating a network of private coast stations in the maritime Mobile Radio Service. connection. We seem … Continue reading



		
		
		
		
	

						

	
	

		
		
		
		

		
		
							Mar 05, 2005 – 2050hrs UTC

		

		
		Sitrep: 2050hrs 05 Mar 2005 UTC 54’45”S 087’50”W Map Ref 101

Having safely traversed the slough of despond with help from MarvinThe manically depressed robot with a “brain the size of a planet” from HHGTTGThe Hitch Hiker’s Guide to the Galaxy by Douglas Adams; essential reading for those trying to … Continue reading



		
		
		
		
	

						

	
	

		
		
		
		

		
		
							Mar 06, 2005 - 0715hrs UTC

		

		
		Sitrep: 0715hrs 06 Mar 2005 UTC 54’41”S 086’24”W Map Ref 102

Nightfall and we’ve just changed down from the #5 to the storm jibA very small jib, usually made from bright orange material, used in storm conditions. in 50+. Big beam sea with wind waves blowing off the tops so … Continue reading



		
		
		
		
	

						

	
	

		
		
		
		

		
		
							Mar 06, 2005 - 2315hrs UTC

		

		
		Sitrep: 2315hrs 06 Mar 2005 UTC 54’21”S 084’34”W Map Ref 103

Pete: Greetings from the frozen south

Alex has been without the computer for 3 days, during which time the wind has been light so a certain member of the team unable to vent his spleen on the keyboard has … Continue reading



		
		
		
		
	

						

	
	

		
		
		
		

		
		
							Mar 07, 2005 - 1245hrs UTC 

		

		
		It’s a month for big birthdays. HilaryAlex’s partner and Katherine’s mother’s Dad Frank in Frome in Somerset will be 91 tomorrow. Happy Birthday, Frank, from The Washing Machine At The Other End Of The World. We’ll drink your health down here and I hope lots of other people reading this will do the same. We’re looking forward to coming to see you when we eventually get over there. Love to you both. … Continue reading



		
		
		
		
	

						

	
	

		
		
		
		

		
		
							Mar 07, 2005 - 2135hrs UTC

		

		
		Sitrep: 2135hrs 07 Mar 2005 UTC 54’21”S 080’59”W Map Ref 105

Less than 500 to go. About 37.5 k for the runners. Brain closing down, pain out to the ends of every eyelash, anticipation and still the fear that something will fail, anything that breaks the rhythm potentially devastating – … Continue reading



		
		
		
		
	

						

	
	

		
		
		
		

		
		
							Mar 8, 2005 - 1245hrs UTC

		

		
		The GPS has a facility (ETEEstimated Time Enroute - the estimated time to get from where you are to a  particular place - as opposed to ETA which is the the actual day/time that you  expect to get there. There is a facility for checking ETE to a waypoint on GPS.) that calculates estimated time en route to a waypointA fixed location with specified latitude and longtitude co-ordinates  maintained by GPS, but ours only calculates up to 100 hours. It recalculates every few seconds so the estimate changes drastically sometimes over those seconds, depending on which part of a wave the boat is on and similar factors.  … Continue reading



		
		
		
		
	

						

	
	

		
		
		
		

		
		
							Mar 8, 2005 - 1830hrs UTC

		

		
		Here we go. The gribWeather files. 
Graphics in Binary file: GRIB files associate a specific weather datum  (eg wind velocity or atmospheric pressure) with a geographic position. Because the resulting file is a collection of these points they are extremely small and so ideal over slow links such as sailmail. says we should be getting 30-35, we’re in sustained NW 45- 50 gusting to 65. Big – no, huge waves, often breaking around and over us. Sustained howl in the rig. We started with twin poles in 25, now we’ve just got the storm jibA very small jib, usually made from  bright orange material, used in storm conditions. and we’re more or less running with the wind on the port quarter, 5 – 7knots on 115M so still broadly the right direction – horn bears 082. Berri taking it well so far but clearly not liking it. And this is just the start. GribWeather files. 
Graphics in Binary file: GRIB files associate a specific weather datum  (eg wind velocity or atmospheric pressure) with a geographic position. Because the resulting file is a collection of these points they are extremely small and so ideal over slow links such as sailmail. says 45 knots on thursday. Mostly don’t have an ETEEstimated Time Enroute - the estimated time to get from where you are to a  particular place - as opposed to ETA which is the the actual day/time that you  expect to get there. There is a facility for checking ETE to a waypoint on GPS. on the GPS any more – told you always to ignore it! Just saw 70 kt gust. … Continue reading



		
		
		
		
	

						

	
	

		
		
		
		

		
		
							Mar 08, 2005 - 1945hrs UTC │BOG Manual of Etiquette for Adverse Situations: Ritual Biscuit Dunking

		

		
		BOGBrolga Owners Group Manual of Etiquette for Adverse Situations: – of special interest is Ritual Biscuit Dunking Well the last one seems to be on it’s way to all you Cats out there so I’ll try to bring yez up to date in a bit more detail. Just made a pot of coffee – deelishus – with my regulation 2 discs of Mr McVitie’s finest. So first,you need to know that we are keeping up the standards down here in what seems to be a BOGBrolga Owners Group standard Cape Horn bashing. Extract from the BOGBrolga Owners Group Manual of Etiquette for Adverse Situations: Ritual Biscuit Dunking: … Continue reading



		
		
		
		
	

						

	
	

		
		
		
		

		
		
							Mar 09, 2005 - 0815hrs UTC

		

		
		0815hrs 09 Mar 2005 UTC 55’26”S 075’59”W Map Ref 109

I think it is easing and abating. The wind has backed as expected, although to the SW instead of W and is now steady at about 40 kt. No more gustsShort increases in wind speed – or people who signed … Continue reading



		
		
		
		
	

						

	
	

		
		
		
		

		
		
							Mar 09, 2005 - 1330hrs UTC

		

		
		1330hrs 09 Mar 2005 UTC 55’35”S 075’17”W Map Ref 110

Here we still are, daylight, steady 40 – 50 going up to 70 under some of the blackest and nastiest rain squalls I’ve ever seen. Just tried to film one. Still just the storm jibA very small jib, usually made … Continue reading



		
		
		
		
	

						

	
	

		
		
		
		

		
		
							Mar 09, 2005 – 2115hrs UTC │Pete’s Equation

		

		
		Clench time Malcolm. Pretty much as predicted by the gribWeather files. 
Graphics in Binary file: GRIB files associate a specific weather datum  (eg wind velocity or atmospheric pressure) with a geographic position. Because the resulting file is a collection of these points they are extremely small and so ideal over slow links such as sailmail. modified by the Berrimilla fudge factor – we’re now in constant W 50 going on 60 gusting 70 and I saw a 75. Howl becoming a scream. BIG waves – at least mast height, some breaking. Bare polingExplanation here directly downwind at about 5 knots and apparently reasonably comfortable. All gone very dark as rain squall dumps horizontal rain and an extra gust for good measure. We had two storm jibs twin poledAn explanation from Malcolm:  It is quite normal for a yacht to 'pole out' its jib (the foresail) on the opposite  side of the boat to the mainsail when running downwind - this is called  goosewinging'. A spinnaker pole is attached to the mast at one end and the back corner (clew) of the jib at the other. That holds the jib at the right angle so that it catches the wind. On Berri they've found that they can often get good performance and a comfortable ride by taking the mainsail right down and setting a second jib poled out on the opposite side to the first. in a lull that we thought was a change but clearly wasn’t. Lasted about half an hour.  … Continue reading



		
		
		
		
	

						

	
	

		
		
		
		

		
		
							Mar 10, 2005 - 0730hrs UTC │ NASA will try to talk to us

		

		
		0730hrs 10 Mar 2005 UTC 55’54”S 072’56”W Map Ref 112

Would all y’all join us both in wishing Ben and Georgina all the very best for their wedding on Saturday in Oz and for the future. The have been part of the Berrimilla extended family ever since Ben jumped off … Continue reading



		
		
		
		
	

						

	
	

		
		
		
		

		
		
							 Mar 10, 2005 - 1315hrs UTC │Nocturnal Pneumatics

		

		
		1315hrs 10 Mar 2005 UTC 55’49”S 072’30”W Map Ref 113

Daylight, sailing again, 7.5 knots directly towards the Horn. fingers, toes, ears, eyelashes and bootferals all firmly crossed. Pete has a long update, so I’ll jump – see yez. Nearest bit ofChile now about 60 miles away. Woo0ohooo.

Pete: Hello … Continue reading



		
		
		
		
	

						

	
	

		
		
		
		

		
		
							Mar 11, 2005 – 0715hrs UTC

		

		
		0715hrs 11 Mar 2005 UTC 56’08”S 069’45”W Map Ref 114

86 miles to go and – touch wood – the stage seems to be set. Cold, slightly hazy night, gerzillionsAn awful lot of something: usually stars of stars up there but just a bit fuzzy, series of little rain squalls … Continue reading



		
		
		
		
	

						

	
	

		
		
		
		

		
		
							Mar 11, 2005 - 2042hrs UTC │Cape Horn Rounded

		

		
		Abeam Cape Horn with dolphins not far away. A unique and special moment in anyone’s life and we feel hugely privileged to be able to experience it. Our love and thanks to Jeanne and HilaryAlex’s partner and Katherine’s mother and our kids, EleanorDaughter of Alex Whitworth, Luke, SarahPete Crozier's daughter, Eve, Tessa and KatherineAlex’s daughter without whose staunch, unhesitating and continuous support and lack of fuss over the last year or so, it would not have been possible. … Continue reading



		
		
		
		
	

						

	
	

		
		
		
		

		
		
							Mar 11, 2005 – 2309hrs UTC

		

		
		2309hrs 11 Mar 2005 UTC 55’54”S 066’43”W Map Ref 116 6341nm

Ok – that was the formal one – took the first couple of doses of RANSARoyal Australian Navy Sailing Association; a sailing club located in Sydney, Australia. elixir to compose. Left hand down a bit has now occurred and … Continue reading



		
		
		
		
	

						

	
	

		
		
		
		

		
		
							Mar 12, 2005 UTC – 0803hrs

		

		
		Sitrep: 0803hrs 12 Mar 2005 UTC 55’41”S 065’24”W Map Ref 117

Soooo nice to be going North – and in almost flat calm water, dead downwind, 5 knots and the water is going around the hull so quietly that all you can hear is the occasional bubble forming around the … Continue reading



		
		
		
		
	

						

	
	

		
		
		
		

		
		
							Mar 12, 2005 – 0803hrs UTC

		

		
		Sitrep: 0803hrs 12 Mar 2005 UTC 55’41”S 065’24”W Map Ref 117

Soooo nice to be going North – and in almost flat calm water, dead downwind, 5 knots and the water is going around the hull so quietly that all you can hear is the occasional bubble forming around the … Continue reading



		
		
		
		
	

						

	
	

		
		
		
		

		
		
							Mar 12, 2005 – 1825hrs UTC

		

		
		Sitrep: 1825hrs 12 Mar 2005 UTC 55’08”S 063’39”W Map Ref 118

We’re hard on the wind – unusual and probably for the first time since the Hobart race. Gentle, easy sailing. We’d forgotten what if feels like and the sun is out as well, so everything drying out. Staten Island … Continue reading



		
		
		
		
	

						

	
	

		
		
		
		

		
		
							Mar 13, 2005 – 0900hrs UTC

		

		
		0900hrs 13 Mar 2005 UTC 54’28”S 062’33”W Map Ref 119

G’say all y’all from a dark and gently breezy South Atlantic. Still haven’t quite taken it in but we’re definitely here.

On reflection, having now seen Cape Horn in brilliant close up, I still think that the 10 mile stretch … Continue reading



		
		
		
		
	

						

	
	

		
		
		
		

		
		
							Mar 13, 2005 - 1500hrs UTC

		

		
		1500hrs 13 Mar 2005 UTC 54’01”S 061’48”W Map Ref 120

 From: Louise from Jersey, Channel Islands. My brother, Rowley B. and owner of Django, is constantly reminding us of your intrepid journey. Right now, my own son is sailing through the Southern Ocean on one of the Global Challenge … Continue reading



		
		
		
		
	

						

	
	

		
		
		
		

		
		
							Mar 13, 2005 - 2000hrs UTC

		

		
		Sitrep: 2000hrs 13 Mar 2005 UTC 53’49”S 061’12”W Map Ref 121 Errata & corrigenda -I don’t remember the legal term but it’s to do with descriptive words or lists in statutes – if a statute includes a set of words or a list to describe something, anything not so described … Continue reading



		
		
		
		
	

						

	
	

		
		
		
		

		
		
							Mar 14, 2005 – 1400hrs UTC │In Praise of the Brolga

		

		
		1400hrs 14 Mar 2005 UTC 52’38”S 059’17”W Map Ref 122

Passed Beauchene Island about 15 miles to starboard about 2 hours ago and we are in contact with Harbour Control Stanley, with the help of a relay from Sigma. Battery was a bit low and suspect we were not transmitting … Continue reading



		
		
		
		
	

						

	
	

		
		
		
		

		
		
							Mar 15, 2005 – 0655hrs UTC

		

		
		Sitrep: 0655hrs 15 Mar 2005 UTC 51’41”S 057’49”W Map Ref 123

0635 entered Narrows,Port Stanley

0655 anchored,Port StanleyHarbour51 41 15.3 S 057 49 14.8 W Log 7980 nm exSydney(through the water), 5710 exDunedin(GPS trip log)

Steve and Malcolm, take a bow and thanks for your truly wonderful backup. We’re going … Continue reading



		
		
		
		
	

						

	
	

		
		
		
		

		
		
							Mar 17, 2005 - 2300hrs  UTC

		

		
		2300hrs 17 Mar 2005 UTC 51’41”S 057’49”W Map Ref 123

 Stephen (the web bloke):

This update is a compilation of a number of conversations and emails over the few days since Berri reached Port Stanley. Since arriving and clearing customs they boys have been busy reprovisioning, carrying out repairs, further … Continue reading



		
		
		
		
	

						

	
	

		
		
		
		

		
		
							Mar 18, 2005 - 0125hrs UTC

		

		
		0125hrs 18 Mar 2005 UTC 51’41”S 057’49”W Map Ref 123

Stanley(the place, not the name)

Alex: The Falklands – fascinating – land of contrasts – chunks of wrecked or modified 19th century sailing ships lying around in heaps, absolutely no facilities for visiting yachties and I was told they try … Continue reading



		
		
		
		
	

						

	
	

		
		
		
		

		
		
							Mar 18, 2005 - 1730hrs UTC │Port Stanley, Falklands - 1st talk with ISS

		

		
		                 
				Well, says he, overdoing the understatement, we have just spent half an hour talking to Dr LeroyLeroy ChiaoLeroy Chiao: International Space Station Commander, Expedition 10, at time Berrimilla first made contact. Bio here.: International Space Station Commander, Expedition 10, at time Berrimilla first made contact. Bio here. Chiao, Commander of the International Space Station. A very low tech slow speed operation in the charge of a couple of grizzled and smelly veterans down here linked by similarities on the human scale … Continue reading



		
		
		
		
	

						

	
	

		
		
		
		

		
		
							Mar 19, 2005 - 2200hrs UTC

		

		
		2200hrs 19 Mar 2005 UTC 51’41”S 057’49”W Map Ref 123

Quick update to wish all the bashers a happy bash and we’ll ring you to say g’day. That’s at 0300 here, with the marathon to follow, so it’s an early night here for this kid. Today was a touristy day … Continue reading



		
		
		
		
	

						

	
	

		
		
		
		

		
		
							Mar 20, 2005 - 0600hrs UTC

		

		
		0600hrs 20 Mar 2005 UTC Stanley, FI Map Ref 123

And the day dawned overcast and windy (it’s always windy here…) and coldish – maybe 10 degrees – but not yet raining. Second cup of tea put away I’m just off to the boat to get some survival biscuits and … Continue reading



		
		
		
		
	

						

	
	

		
		
		
		

		
		
							Mar 20,  2005 - 2000hrs UTC │Stanley, Falklands I.

		

		
		2000hrs 20 Mar 2005 UTC Stanley, FI Map Ref 123

First, some answers and homework – to Annie and David, the Pippin mob, thanks for your message. Your supply of The DoctorGuinness lasted us all the way here and sustained us in adversity and rejoicing – thanks.

WJR – glad … Continue reading



		
		
		
		
	

						

	
	

		
		
		
		

		
		
							Mar 23, 2005 - 1900hrs UTC │Stanley, Falklands I.

		

		
		1900hrs 23 Mar 2005 UTC Stanley, FI Map Ref 123

This was going to be a ‘here we go again’ update but not quite – we’ve postponed the dockside party until tomorrow morning because we still have a bit of stowing and shopping to do. The wind has changed to … Continue reading



		
		
		
		
	

						

	
	

		
		
		
		

		
		
							Mar 24,  2005 - 1000hrs UTC

		

		
		1000hrs 24 Mar 2005 UTC Stanley, FI Map Ref 123

We have just about got everything oo to Berri and expect to be able to leave later today. Just fresh bread and some eggs to get.

And today is HilaryAlex’s partner and KatherineAlex’s daughter’s mother’s mums 90th birthday – it’s a … Continue reading



		
		
		
		
	

						

	
	

		
		
		
		

		
		
							Mar 24, 2005 - 1430hrs UTC │Stanley, Falklands I.

		

		
		1430hrs 24 Mar 2005 UTC Stanley, FI Map Ref 123

Sadly, it’s all gone rather pearshaped. 40+ knot-- Speed: definition of speed at sea. One knot is one nautical mile per hour. The nautical mile is about 1.15 % longer than the "statute" mile used on land. A knot is about half a metre per second.
-- A knot is also the result of winding a rope around itself or another rope to make a join or a loop .
– Speed: definition of speed at sea. One knot-- Speed: definition of speed at sea. One knot is one nautical mile per hour. The nautical mile is about 1.15 % longer than the "statute" mile used on land. A knot is about half a metre per second.
-- A knot is also the result of winding a rope around itself or another rope to make a join or a loop .
 is one nautical mileAbout 15 % larger than the "statute" mile used on land
 per hour. The nautical mileAbout 15 % larger than the "statute" mile used on land
 is about 1.15 % longer than the “statute” mile used on land. A knot-- Speed: definition of speed at sea. One knot is one nautical mile per hour. The nautical mile is about 1.15 % longer than the "statute" mile used on land. A knot is about half a metre per second.
-- A knot is also the result of winding a rope around itself or another rope to make a join or a loop .
 is … Continue reading



		
		
		
		
	

						

	
	

		
		
		
		

		
		
							Mar 24,  2005 - 1530hrs UTC │Stanley, Falklands I.

		

		
		1530hrs 24 Mar 2005 UTC Stanley, FI Map Ref 123

We are taking it in turns to babysit the boat – I’m now sitting at the nav table with the laptop, just like old times with the wind howling in the rig and bouncing up and down, but this time … Continue reading



		
		
		
		
	

						

	
	

		
		
		
		

		
		
							Mar 24,  2005 - 2354hrs UTC│Stanley, Falklands I.

		

		
		2354hrs 24 Mar 2005 UTC Stanley, FI Map Ref 123

What a day. I think we have preserved Berri more or less undamaged and the wind has finally abated a bit. It was blowing 45-50 for most of the day and for a lot of that, blowing Berri directly on … Continue reading



		
		
		
		
	

						

	
	

		
		
		
		

		
		
							Mar 25, 2005 - 1400hrs UTC

		

		
		1400hrs 25 Mar 2005 UTC Map Ref 124

All times back to GMT. We cleared Customs at 1200, departed the jetty at 1300 escorted by a couple of rigid assault boats and entered the Narrows at 1315. We are not running up the S Atlantic on 040M for a point … Continue reading



		
		
		
		
	

						

	
	

		
		
		
		

		
		
							Mar 25, 2005 - 2140hrs UTC

		

		
		2140hrs 25 Mar 2005 UTC Map Ref 125

We are about 50 miles NE of Stanley, close to the edge of the continental shelf so still shallow and quite a big rolling swell from the west. So good to be moving again – it was difficult in the storms on … Continue reading



		
		
		
		
	

						

	
	

		
		
		
		

		
		
							Mar 26, 2005 – 1040hrs UTC

		

		
		1040hrs 26 Mar 2005 UTC Map Ref 126

The romantic view of dawn at sea seems to focus on pretty colours and reflections and thoughts of new beginnings with lots of allegory. Well it ain’t necessarily so – often bleak, cold, very damp with water running off the sails and … Continue reading



		
		
		
		
	

						

	
	

		
		
		
		

		
		
							Mar 26, 2005 - 1545hrs UTC

		

		
		1545hrs 26 Mar 2005 UTC Map Ref 127

Hi BrittanyNASA scientist co-ordinating Berri – ISSInternational Space Station communications. And, separately, part of France, Some rough predictions for tomorrow morning GMT:

0400 50 02S 055 25W

0530 49 57S 055 21W

0700 49 52S 055 18W

We are tracking roughly 040M … Continue reading



		
		
		
		
	

						

	
	

		
		
		
		

		
		
							Mar 27, 2005 - 0930hrs UTC

		

		
		Well, all y’all, now that the Pan Galactic Gargle BlasterInvented by Zaphod Beeblebrox in HHGTTGThe Hitch Hiker’s Guide to the Galaxy by Douglas Adams; essential  reading for those trying to understand these logs.  You may be none the wiser once you’ve read it, but at least you’ll have tried. More here.  Unfortunately its ingredients are unavailable on this planet but its effects are  described as like having your brains smashed out by a slice of lemon wrapped round a large gold brick; 128; see also Dr CooperCoopersCoopers Sparkling Ale: - according to Alex: “brewed in the bottle, so a bit of sludge comes with it - best beer on the planet - beats a Pan Galactic Gargleblaster hands down”. Also a home brew from a Cooper’s Kit, perfected by onboard master-brewer Pete. See  Pete’s interesting equation  Sparkling Ale: - according to Alex: “brewed in the bottle, so a bit of sludge comes with it - best beer on the planet - beats a Pan Galactic Gargleblaster hands down”. Also a home brew from a Cooper’s Kit, perfected by onboard master-brewer Pete. See  Pete’s interesting equation CoopersCoopers Sparkling Ale: - according to Alex: “brewed in the bottle, so a bit of sludge comes with it - best beer on the planet - beats a Pan Galactic Gargleblaster hands down”. Also a home brew from a Cooper’s Kit, perfected by onboard master-brewer Pete. See  Pete’s interesting equation  Sparkling Ale: - according to Alex: “brewed in the bottle, so a bit of sludge comes with it - best beer on the planet - beats a Pan Galactic Gargleblaster hands down”. Also a home brew from a CooperCoopersCoopers Sparkling Ale: - according to Alex: “brewed in the bottle, so a bit of sludge comes with it - best beer on the planet - beats a Pan Galactic Gargleblaster hands down”. Also a home brew from a Cooper’s Kit, perfected by onboard master-brewer Pete. See  Pete’s interesting equation  Sparkling Ale: - according to Alex: “brewed in the bottle, so a bit of sludge comes with it - best beer on the planet - beats a Pan Galactic Gargleblaster hands down”. Also a home brew from a Cooper’s Kit, perfected by onboard master-brewer Pete. See  Pete’s interesting equation ’s Kit, perfected by onboard master-brewer Pete. See  Pete’s interesting equation ; HHGTTGThe Hitch Hiker’s Guide to the Galaxy by Douglas Adams; essential  reading for those trying to understand these logs.  You may be none the wiser once you’ve read it, but at least you’ll have tried. More here
 has had time to work it’s magic and I’m shaking off my cold and feeling a bit more like one of those primitive ape forms from Sydney, here we go again. Brain has been congealed for a couple of days so apologies if some of this is second time around. … Continue reading



		
		
		
		
	

						

	
	

		
		
		
		

		
		
							Mar 27, 2005 - 2230hrs UTC

		

		
		It is nice to be in the lee of a wall like the Andes, although today we are in thick mist, with rain and low cloud. No chance to see the ISSInternational Space Station, sadly. These are convergence ZoneInter Tropical Convergence Zone, also known as The Doldrums conditions, but softer than across the wall. We are still getting the Chilean weather fax, but it seems the Brazilians may have stopped their service. We have over a knot-- Speed: definition of speed at sea. One knot is one nautical mile per hour. The nautical mile is about 1.15 % longer than the "statute" mile used on land. A knot is about half a metre per second.
-- A knot is also the result of winding a rope around itself or another rope to make a join or a loop .
 of current against us, as expected, but there’s no easy way to predict where it will be so we just have to slog into it. We’re both looking forward to getting back above 40S – seems like a long time ago when we crossed going south – Dec 28 or 29,perhaps. … Continue reading



		
		
		
		
	

						

	
	

		
		
		
		

		
		
							Mar 28, 2005 - 0500hrs UTC

		

		
		0500hrs 28 Mar 2005 UTC Map Ref 130

BrittanyNASA scientist co-ordinating Berri – ISSInternational Space Station communications. And, separately, part of France, I will send you some predictions later today for tonight and tomorrow just in case LeroyLeroy ChiaoLeroy Chiao: International Space Station Commander, Expedition 10, at time Berrimilla first … Continue reading



		
		
		
		
	

						

	
	

		
		
		
		

		
		
							Mar 28, 2005 - 2000hrs UTC

		

		
		2000hrs 28 Mar 2005 UTC Map Ref 131

After a traditional Berri breakfast of a bacon sandoAustralian sandwich, tabasco and a talk with the DoctorGuinness,(yeah, I know I’m absteeming but nothing brown can possibly be alcoholic or fattening so the DoctorGuinness and chocolate are ok. I read it in New … Continue reading



		
		
		
		
	

						

	
	

		
		
		
		

		
		
							Mar 29, 2005 - 1115hrs UTC

		

		
		1115hrs 29 Mar 2005 UTC Map Ref 132

I’m having an idle speculation day. It seems to me that Berrimilla and her scruffy crew are a bit like an ant being given a ride in the sunlight on the back of an elephant called NASA. There may be mutual benefit … Continue reading



		
		
		
		
	

						

	
	

		
		
		
		

		
		
							Mar 29, 2005 – 2000hrs UTC

		

		
		2000hrs 29 Mar 2005 UTC 46’27”S 050’35”W Map Ref 133

Those of us who thought things would get easier this side of the wall couldn’t have been wronger. Lots of wind this morning, then none and now we’re in a ferocious little storm that we were sort of expecting but … Continue reading



		
		
		
		
	

						

	
	

		
		
		
		

		
		
							Mar 30, 2005 - 0228hrs UTC │Clench-Inducing Sequences I

		

		
		0228hrs 30 Mar 2005 UTC 46’06”S 050’27”W Map Ref 134

[ed: Sat phone call from Alex]

Wind is abating from 80kts.

Several knockdowns.

Liferaft was washed overboard, is being towed behind and they may lose it.

They may be able to retrieve it in the morning.

If they lose it … Continue reading



		
		
		
		
	

						

	
	

		
		
		
		

		
		
							Mar 30, 2005 - 0400hrs UTC │Clench-Inducing Sequences II

		

		
		0400hrs 30 Mar 2005 UTC 45’58”S 050’27”W Map Ref 135

[ed: back on email an hour later]

2 more knockdowns. Liferaft carried away – inflated, full of wazter, towing behnind for time being, wioll try to recover if abates. 7 hours to daylight. just had a cup of tea. will … Continue reading



		
		
		
		
	

						

	
	

		
		
		
		

		
		
							Mar 30, 2005 - 1100hrs UTC │Clench-Inducing Sequences III

		

		
		1100hrs 30 Mar 2005 UTC Map Ref 136

[ed: Laptop’s working again!]

I’ve been in some pretty bad storms but I think that was the worst bashing so far and quite clench inducing. Went down to about 990hp, so well out from the centre, up to 50kts very early – … Continue reading



		
		
		
		
	

						

	
	

		
		
		
		

		
		
							Noises off...

		

		
		This is just noise – about 15 seconds of it. I turned the camera on by mistake in the middle of the liferaft storm at night off Montevideo and the time stamp puts it at a time when the wind was between 60 and 75 knots. I can hear several … Continue reading



		
		
		
		
	

						

	
	

		
		
		
		

		
		
							Mar 30, 2005 - 1600hrs UTC │Clench-Inducing Sequences IV

		

		
		So much to say. Things we know: Liferaft lost because pelican clipA metal clip which folds back on itself to tension lashings and other lines. On its own has proved unreliable in securing the liferaft. came undone. Shouldn’t have and dont know why. Have not been able to get close to it yet to examine. Too dangerous to recover raft last night but was able to winch raft close to hull by timing waves. … Continue reading



		
		
		
		
	

						

	
	

		
		
		
		

		
		
							Mar 31, 2005 - 1230hrs UTC

		

		
		LeroyLeroy ChiaoLeroy Chiao: International Space Station Commander, Expedition 10, at time Berrimilla first made contact. Bio here.: International Space Station Commander, Expedition 10, at time Berrimilla first made contact. Bio here. Chiao called us from the ISSInternational Space Station around midnight to say he could see a light but as we didn’t have ours on, it can’t have been us. We sent him a white flare anyway but I think he was way past by then. … Continue reading



		
		
		
		
	

						

	
	

		
		
		
		

		
		
							Mar 31, 2005 - 2000hrs UTC

		

		
		2000hrs 31 Mar 2005 UTC Map Ref 140

Contrast – howling crashing storm to balmy warm sunny day, gentle 20 knot-- Speed: definition of speed at sea. One knot is one nautical mile per hour. The nautical mile is about 1.15 % longer than the "statute" mile used on land. A knot is about half a metre per second.
-- A knot is also the result of winding a rope around itself or another rope to make a join or a loop .
– Speed: definition of speed at sea. One knot-- Speed: definition of speed at sea. One knot is one nautical mile per hour. The nautical mile is about 1.15 % longer than the "statute" mile used on land. A knot is about half a metre per second.
-- A knot is also the result of winding a rope around itself or another rope to make a join or a loop .
 is one nautical mileAbout 15 % larger than the "statute" mile used on land
 per hour. The nautical mileAbout 15 % larger than the "statute" mile used on land
 is about 1.15 % longer than the “statute” mile used on land. … Continue reading



		
		
		
		
	

						

	
	

		
		
		
		

		
		
							Apr 02, 2005 - 1100hrs UTC

		

		
		[ed: some back dated updates retrieved from cyber black holes…]

1100hrs 02 Apr 2005 UTC

BrittanyNASA scientist co-ordinating Berri – ISSInternational Space Station communications. And, separately, part of France, thanks for message – will try to get back into sailmailSailmail is the system that Berrimilla uses for email communication. It … Continue reading



		
		
		
		
	

						

	
	

		
		
		
		

		
		
							Apr 02, 2005 - 1630hrs UTC

		

		
		1630hrs 02 Apr 2005 UTC 40’43”S 047’20”W Map Ref 141 853nm (2676nm to Equator)

We/re heading into another low – gribWeather files. Graphics in Binary file: GRIBWeather files. 
Graphics in Binary file: GRIB files associate a specific weather datum  (eg wind velocity or atmospheric pressure) with a geographic position. Because the resulting file is a collection of these points they are extremely small and so ideal over slow links such as sailmail. files associate a specific weather datum (eg wind velocity or atmospheric pressure) with a geographic position. Because the resulting file is a collection … Continue reading



		
		
		
		
	

						

	
	

		
		
		
		

		
		
							Apr 02, 2005 - 1800hrs UTC

		

		
		1800hrs 02 Apr 2005 UTC 40’40”S 047’24”W Map Ref 142 857nm (2675nm to Equator)

Small speculative update as we sit and wait for the messy bits of the next storm to get to us.

 I’ve been involved for a lot of my life with people who do clever and … Continue reading



		
		
		
		
	

						

	
	

		
		
		
		

		
		
							03 Apr 2005 - 0340hrs UTC │Somewhere mid Atlantic

		

		
		[from Stephen:] As I hadn’t heard anything from the intrepid hirsute duo for over 48 hours I have been attempting to contact them via satellite phone for the last few hours. I finally made contact, waking Alex from a deep sleep, and am glad to report that all three (Alex, … Continue reading



		
		
		
		
	

						

	
	

		
		
		
		

		
		
							Apr 03, 2005 – 1100hrs UTC

		

		
		1100hrs 03 Apr 2005 UTC Map Ref 144

We’ve just been through the eye of the storm – the relatively calm patch in the middle of a revolving low pressure system. I went into the cockpit around midnight local and it was black dark with just the faintest glow around … Continue reading



		
		
		
		
	

						

	
	

		
		
		
		

		
		
							Apr 04,  2005 - 0345hrs UTC

		

		
		0345hrs 04 Apr 2005 UTC Map Ref 145

We spoke to LeroyLeroy ChiaoLeroy Chiao: International Space Station Commander, Expedition 10, at time Berrimilla first made contact. Bio here.: International Space Station Commander, Expedition 10, at time Berrimilla first made contact. Bio here. [ed: Commander of the International Space Station – … Continue reading



		
		
		
		
	

						

	
	

		
		
		
		

		
		
							Apr 04, 2005 - 0530hrs UTC │Rough Rough - as opposed to Just Rough

		

		
		0530hrs 04 Apr 2005 UTC Map Ref 146

An intensely frustrating few days, mostly spent watching Montevideo not going past. And for all you members of the great unwashed, our silence is perhaps covered by my alltime favourite song title – “When the phone don’t ring, babe, you’ll know it’s … Continue reading



		
		
		
		
	

						

	
	

		
		
		
		

		
		
							Apr 04, 2005 – 1430hrs UTC

		

		
		1430hrs 04 Apr 2005 UTC Map Ref 147

It feels good to be moving again – we’ve just cracked 1000 miles from Stanley and back on schedule so the Guinness will be out shortly.



		
		
		
		
	

						

	
	

		
		
		
		

		
		
							Apr 04, 2005 – 2300hrs UTC

		

		
		More idle nonsense. How many of you set off on a journey to somewhere new knowing exactly how to get there? Say from Randwick to Liverpool (in Sydney, for our foreign guest…) or from Chatswood to BurrumbuttockIt’s a small rural town in  NSW, 30 kms north of Albury. Their school has had a significant involvement in the protection of Australia’s native Squirrel Glider.
? (Look it up…) I was thinking about mud maps – mental plots – when I was describing our track for NASA to pass on to LeroyLeroy ChiaoLeroy Chiao: International Space Station Commander, Expedition 10, at time Berrimilla first made contact. Bio here.: International Space Station Commander, Expedition 10, at time Berrimilla first made contact. Bio here.. He’s an astronaut and a pilot and it’s really very easy to do – we’re tracking parallel to the South American coast about five hundred miles out at about 5 knots, starting from Stanley on Saturday at noon. … Continue reading



		
		
		
		
	

						

	
	

		
		
		
		

		
		
							Apr 05, 2005 - 1230hrs UTC

		

		
		1230hrs 05 Apr 2005 UTC Map Ref 149

The last one, about mental plots, was a bit of a disaster – I was very tired and should have kept it till later for a re-read instead of sending it. I think what I was getting at is really two ideas: … Continue reading



		
		
		
		
	

						

	
	

		
		
		
		

		
		
							Apr 05, 2005 - 2214hrs UTC

		

		
		We finally cracked part of the rendezvous – we saw the ISSInternational Space Station high and clear about 10 minutes ago for the first time since all this started – huge thrill – but we’d already decided it was too chancy with cloud moving over to risk wasting a flare so … Continue reading



		
		
		
		
	

						

	
	

		
		
		
		

		
		
							Apr 06, 2005 – 0515hrs UTC

		

		
		 0515hrs 06 Apr 2005 UTC Map Ref 151

We are nearly level with Sydney again – (just passing WollongongThe town which moves. There is a Berri-joke about having a beer off WollongongThe town which moves. There is a Berri-joke about having a beer off  Wollongong on the return trip from Hobart - and how Wollongong seems to move further south each year. on the return trip from Hobart – and how WollongongThe town which moves. There is a Berri-joke about having a beer off  Wollongong on the return trip from Hobart - and how Wollongong seems to move further south each year. seems to move further south each … Continue reading



		
		
		
		
	

						

	
	

		
		
		
		

		
		
							Apr 06, 2005 – 1130hrs UTC

		

		
		1130hrs 06 Apr 2005 UTC Map Ref 152

Big Hi from the boot feralsInteresting biological colonies that grow and fester in seaboots. There are left foot feralsInteresting biological colonies that grow and fester in seaboots. There are left foot ferals and right foot ferals and occasionally they get to cross breed and create fierce hybrids. and right foot feralsInteresting biological colonies that grow and fester in seaboots. There are left foot ferals and right foot ferals and occasionally they get to cross breed and create fierce hybrids. and occasionally they get to cross breed and create fierce hybrids.Interesting biological colonies that grow and fester in … Continue reading



		
		
		
		
	

						

	
	

		
		
		
		

		
		
							Apr 07, 2005 – 0530hrs UTC

		

		
		0530hrs 07 Apr 2005 UTC Map Ref 153

I have a problem – well several actually – the which I will try to digitise for all y’all. For those people who don’t do irony and understatement, I will try to add helpful footnotes. 

The problem(s) can be summarised in … Continue reading
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