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key ports such as Ushuaia in
Argentina, Port Stanley in the
Falkland Islands and Puerto
Williams in Chile don’t issue exit
papers to yachts leaving for
Antarctica until they have
inspected their permits.

“Yachts are seen by the Antarctic
Treaty as loose cannons. They lurk
around and go everywhere in
self-mode. Cruise ships especially
are looking out for yachts making
mistakes,” Novak believes.

Around 30-40 yachts sail to
Antarctica every season. In
comparison, there are some
25-30,000 visitors a year by cruise
ship, but the routes and landing
places are all restricted and
carefully regulated.
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Experienced Antarctic
sailor Skip Novak believes
the yacht Berserk could

well have iced up and
capsized.“You can get
inches of ice on the
rigging,” he says
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Top award for
Berrimillavoyage

Australian sailor Alex Whitworth,
66 (above), has deservedly been
awarded the most prestigious
accolade in cruising circles, the
Cruising Club of America’s Blue
Water Medal.

Whitworth was cited for his
circumnavigation of the world via
the North West Passage, west to
east last year (see Yachting World,
July 2010).

This was his second
circumnavigation in his 30-year old
Joubert-designed Brolga 33
Berrimilla.The first, sailed two-
handed with fellow Australian
Peter Crozier, took them round the
world to take part in the Rolex
Sydney-Hobart and Rolex Fastnet
Races in the same year.

The latest epic took Berrimilla
via the North West Passage to
Falmouth then back to Hobart and
Sydney via Lisbon and the remote
Kerguelen Islands.

The Blue Water Medal (below)
has been given to mark exceptional
voyages continuously since 1923.




